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PROV. VIII, i7- 


7 bowe them that lowe me : : and 


thoſe that ſeek me early, ſhall 


find me. 


-UR dear decealed 
Friend .( whole death 
occaſioned this diver- 
, {ton from our wonted 
f courſe ) as often as ſhe thought 
| 4. as indeed ſhe did often think ) 

4'of her great change approaching, 
:+and as ſhe was going to her Fa. 
P thers Houle (where doubtlels ſhe 
15 NOW 1Nn glory) delired her dear- 
t friends, that-theſe words might | 

the Text, or Theme-of hev':: 24 
Funeral Serman , being (us we vue 7 ee 
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PROYV. VIII 7. 


pi lowe them that love me : : and 
thoſe that ſeek me early, ſhall 


find me. 


U R dear deceaſed 
Friend .( whole death 
occaſioned this diver- 
{ton from our wonted 


courſe ) as often as the thought 


( as indeed ſhe did often think ) 
of her great change approaching, 
and as ſhe was going to her Fa- 


: | thers Houſe (where doubtlels ſhe 


31S NOW 1N glory) delired her dear. 
(t friends, that theſe words might 
the Text, or Theme of ap 
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[2 ] 
may very well conceive) willing 
ro tell her ſurviving friends qyo 
that Love of God of which ſhhe 
had taſted in her wilderneſs ſtatte| 
and ot which ſhe hath now (un ] 
_— her ll « we enjoy þf 
tew drops, but ſhe is got to thj x 
Fountain-head. She deſired thap], 
all hers, and al] you, might known 
the way to the enjoyment of theo 
Love, as well as hcr ſelf. Th 
Text ſhe chole 1s a worthy Text; 
Perhaps you may think 'tis not {6 
{uitable ro a Funeral occaſion m 
bur let me tell you, Funeral Serjn 
mons are not Sbſrdia mortuorumy 
ſed folatia vivorum, they are not 
they cannot be tor the help of 
dead Saints, they need no {uchn 
little things : but rhey are for the 
comfort and folace of living- 
Saints. The words are the words ok: 
Wi, 


5 


nyViſdom, they are (I ſay ) the 
Fords of Wildom it ſelf, Þ lbze 
hlbem that love me; and thoſe that 
teek me early ſhall find me. 

In In which, I ſhall only take notice 
of theſe two parts, or branches. 

hy 1. In the firſt parr, there 15a moſt 
\lorious diſplay of Divine Grace 
Mnd Love, in an a& of wonderful 
1rondeſcenſſon, enough ro aſtoniſh 
hMen and Angels : I love them that 
Cove me, ; 
[ Here 1s a moſt gracious Pro- 
riniſe, the product of that glorious 
Trinfinite Love ; And thoſe that (ſeek, 
Mme early ſhall find me, 

Xt The firſt part of the Text 1s a 
Ofair Preface and Introduction to a 
4” excellent Promiſe. 

104 The ſecond part is a Promile 
&yery way ſuited to the glory and 
ok zxcellency of ſuch a Preface. 
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may very well conceive) willing! 
ro tell her ſurviving friends qyo 
that Love of God of which ſhe 
had taſted in her wildernels ſtatge/ 
and of which ſhe hath gow (un } 
doubredly ) her fall: we enjoy þf 
tew drops, but ſke 1s got to thy x 
Fountain-head. She deſired thay]; 
all hers, and all you, might knoyjn 


the way to the enjoyment of theo 
Love, as well as her {elf. Th 
Text ſhe chole 1s a worthy Text: 
Perhaps you may think 'tis not { 
{ſuitable ro a Funcral occaſion ma 
but let me tell you, Funeral Serjn 
mons are not Sbſrdia mortuorump 
ſed folatia vivorum, they are not; 
they cannot be tor the help ofa 
dead Saints, they need no {ucl 
little things : but they are for the 
comfort and {olace of living 
Saints.The words are the words oþe 


Wiſs 
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nyViſdom, they are (I fay ) the 
Fords of Wildom it f{elf, [ bwe 
hibem that love me; and thoſe that 
tek me early ſhall fend me. 
0 In which, I ſhall only take notice 
" bf thele two parts, Or branches. 
hy x. In the firſt parr, there 15 a moſt 
\lorious diſplay of Divine Grace 
Mind Love, in an a& of wonderful 
ifondeſcenſion, enough to aſtoniſh 
_—_ and Angels : I love then that 
owe me. 
[4 2. Here is a moſt gracious pro- 
1 mile, the *product of that glorious 
Trinfinite L ove ; And thoſe that ſeek 
me early ſhall find me, 
Xt; The firſt part of the Text 1s a 
Ofair Preface and Introduttion to a 
lmoſt excellent Promiſe. 
104 The ſecond part is a Promiſe 
I&vyery way ſuited to the glory and: *» 


0 excellency of ſuch a Preface. 
i” | &: 3 "Ls 
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'Fis true indeed, 1t begins wit 
ſome kind of limitation and ſtraityF« 
neſs : Thoſe that love me, Thoſe thalg\ 

ſeck me early, But then it hath a 
moſt pleaſant and defired Exzt Wy 
with abundant fatisfaction , They, tl 
ſhall find me. There is your glo- V 
ry, your heaven, your eternal hap. 
pinels ; here 1s the work of your:ſt 
Ives. I beſcech you remember it, 9 
and let not this Text, or Sermon, © 
be ever forgotten by you. _ 

Here (I fay) is the work oft$ 
your hves, to {eek early, The happi- © 
neſs of Eternity, to find God, and ſ 
to enjoy him for ever. 2 

Before I come ro the Obſerya- \ 
tions, give me leave to ſpeak a \ 
little to theſe two things. 

r- To the Author of theſe words, | * 
that I may not leave one Soul here || © 
at an uncertainty, And 


2. 1 


C 9 
t 2. I would ſpeak alittle to the 
itijForm of the a, that I may leave 
anone of you nad. any miſtakes. 
4 #2. The Authorof this great and 
t glorious Text ( it you look into 
ez the beginning of the Chapter ) is 
;., Wiſdom uttering her voice, Ver/.x, 
>. Doth not wiſdom cry ® and under. 
ſtanding put forth her voice Pverl.2, 
t, She ſtandeth in the top of high pla- 
,.ces, by the way, in the places of the 
"paths. Verl. 3, She crietb at the 
fi gates, at the entry of the city, at the 
coming in at the doors, Behold, I 


ſtand a at the door and R0ck, Rew; T. 
20. Wildom knocks, Witt domcalls, 

Wiſdom crics, and uttereth her 
VOICE. 

, The Acceptations of W:ſdom in 

7 the Holy Scriptures, in the Word 

| of God, are varions. 

'Tis Fomnceiabla taken for. the 


A 4 God 


at ] 
God of Wildom himſelf. Some-| n 
times for the Son of God, the wil- P 
dom of the Father. Sometimes fork 
the S Sp zirit of Chriſt, who reveals} t 
wildom to the Saints of God, the! þ 
Spirit oj ' wifdom and lkeadalrron 4 KB, 
Sometimes tor the grace of wildom, } | 
and (piritua] knowledg. And ſome- | 
times for the Word of Wiſdom, | 
the Goſpel of Chriſt, as he ſays * 
binfelt,. Mai:. rx. 19, Wiſdom 1s 


Inn 


Jit flified of ber Children. That 19, 


the Goſpel of Jcius Chriſt, ho. 
in ho Won dc uy W Viſdom ht oa 


©, Epkeſ: 5 t 0. 

But to wave the reit (as having 
many things to ſpeak to you this 
day, that concern the happineſs of 
vour precious and immortal ſouls 
ro Eternity, and therefore I hope, 
Lat you will not only bear with 

me, 


= 


be 


me, but alſo bear me op by your 


prayers. ) 


Doubtleſs by Wiſdom here in 


this Text, 1s ineant the Interna ſa- 


prenita, 0 ASYS*5 F ilizus De: : and 


we are to underſtand the Internal, 
Fternal Wildom of God, that is 
called in Scripture, The Word of 
God, the Word that was made Fleſp, 

Wiſdom {peaking , the ſpeaking 
Wiſdom, the Son oi God, the Son 
of God ( In quo, &» a quo omnis 


+. 1 whom and from 


whom 1s all wiſdom, all counſel 
nd {piritual und 'crſtanding, with= 
_ whom we cannot know God 

he Fat ther or the Truth as we 
ould do; and by whom we know 
the Truth as zt 75 zn Teſus. 

[n the firſt Verſe of this Chap= 
ter, Wiſdom 1s intituled to this 
orcat Speech, and indeed in the 
whole 


= 


U'SJ 
whole Chapter ( it you will but 
take the pains, when you are gone 
from hence, to read it ſcriouſ] y ) 
before you come to the end TEE 
of, you will be convinced, as well 
as J, that this Wildom 1s the Son of * 
God, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, making 
this great Proclamation to all the 
World, 1 love them that lowe me; 
and thoſe that ſerk me early ſhall find 
me. 

2. I told yoa, that TI would 
ſhew you arwhad concerning 
the form or manner of this ex- 
prefiion, I love them that lowe me: 
ro prevent the miſtakes, and 
errors, as we have need to do, 
eſpecially in this Age, wherein the 
minds and hearts of men, like Spi- 
ders ſuck poyion ow the moſt 
preci 1008 and mol}, vlorious Truths 
of the Goſpel. 


OS 


I love 


[ 9] 

I love them that Iovwe me, doth 
- Not in the lea'r, 4. Intimate, that 
x our love, or the love of the crea- 
* ture, 1s the cauſe of the love of 
God to our ſouls; nor doth it in 
the leaft imply that our Jove is an- 
tecedaneous ( the leaſt moment of 
time) to the love of God; which 
will the more clearly appear, it we 
curiouſly obſerve the manner of 
expreſſing it : 'Tis not ſaid, ] will 
love them that will love me, but I 
lowe them that love me. 
Beſides, the Apoſtle Fobz clears 
the Texr,and puts all out of doubr, 
In 1 Job 4. 10, Herein is love, not 
that we lev12d God, but that be lowed 
us, And verl. x9, We love bim, be- 
cauſe be firſt loved ns. 
2. As1t doth not at all any way 
intimate, or ſuggeſt the preceden- 


cy of our loye to God, before he 
loyed 


[ 10 
loyed us; fo in the next place, I 
muſt tell you, that it 15 a moſt ex- 
cellent Trifth, a golden Maxime, 
fit to be written on your Door- 
poſts; yea, on your very hearts, 
Wiſdoms thus ſaying to you, "Wi 
them that love me. 

And it may ſcrve eſpecially for 
theſe four great ends : 

x. For the ſupport and comfort 
of poor doubting ſouls, that now 
lye very low, in a dark day, in a 
time of ſickneſs, under great aſfli&1- 
ons; perhaps God hath come, and 
ſ{natcht away a dear Wite out of an 
Husbands boſom, or hath taken a- 
way the Child of his delight ; it 
may be many and long continued 
afflictions lye on him, and he looks 
upon theſe bitter and ſevere Pro- 
vidences, and begins to que ſtion 
now, whether God doth Toye him: 
ime 


[ 11 

Time was, when all things went 
well with me, and I had peace 
within , and comfort without, a 
Houſe full of enjzoyments ; but 
now 'tis a dark day, God hath 
ſmitren me with the ſtrokes of an 
enemy, the chaſtilements of a cru- 
el one are upon me, fo that I 
doubt whether God loves me. Thus 
the poor doubting foul 1s apt to 
reaſon. But ſays God, look not 
at my providences, on thine own 
lofles, -croſles , troubles, and on 
theſe outward diſpenſations ; look 
rather into thy own heart, and if 
thou canſt read there but one line 
of love to my name, 1t thou canſt 
read there any true love to Jeſus 
Chriſt, then thou maiſt conclude 
with thy ſelf, that whatever Pro- 
vidences thou haſt met ( or maiſt - 
yet meet with ) ſhall be tor thy 
good, 


| 
, 
&þ . 
't 
F 
F 


I v2 71 
ood. TI lowe them that lowe me. 
And theſe Providences are not the 


fruits of wrath, but rather the ef- 


feds of pure love. Rom. $. 28, 


And we know ( ſays the Apoſtle ) 
that all things work together for good 
to them that love God, I can cha- 
ſtiſe, correct, ſmite, but cannot 
hate my Sons and Daughters, ſays 
God. Whom the Lord loweth, be 
chaſtn:th, and ſcourgeth every Son 
whom he receiveth, Heb. 12.6. 1 
love them that lowe me. 

2. For the Relict of deſpairing 
ſouls, thar are atteQed, deeply at- 
fected with their finning againſt 
God, and their utter unworthi. 
nels, by reaſon thereof, of any 
ſmile from Heaven ; but are ready 
to reaſon againſt their own ſouls, 
and to ſay, that lurely God can 


never love {uch a treacherous A- 
poſtate, 


Res AS ee 4... 


CW] 
poſtate, and back{liding ſinner as 
I have been, and am; it's in vain 

for me to expect any love from 

Heaven, but rather in tury te be 
turned into Hell, and to be for 

ever rejected ; my caſe and con- 
dition 1s worſe than that of Cai. 

But for. the relief of ſuch, God 
reaſons thus, Didſt ever love me? 
Didſt ever love Jeſus Chriſt, and 
the Children of God ? It ſo, take 
comfort to thy ſoul : for certainly, 
T love them that love me. Though 
it be ſo low, asitis, though thou 
canſt ſee nothing but wrath, and 
vengeance, and hell ; yet, if thou 
haſt any love to me,to Jeſus Chriſt, 
and the Saints, thou maiſt be aſ- 
ſured, that I love thee. I lowe 
hem that lowe me, 

3. For the help, wondertul help, 
and encouragement of poor ſinners- 


co 


Vic - 


[ 14 ] 
to duty : How 1s this glorious pro- 
clamation of Love and Grice ac- 
commodared tor the help of poor 


ſouls, through their whole liyes ? 
ave you any true love for God? 


You lay, you have no ſtrength, no . 


might, ſo taat you are not able to 
do: any thing to plcate God; Why, 
what 15 "a matter 2 You cannot 
ſee, that you have any ſhare of the 
Love of God. Look into the tran- 
{cripr, look into the © Copy 1n your 
hearts, and 1f you can {ce any true 
love to God there; 99 and pray 

and hear, wy ſuffer v what $ alorted 


{weet _ 2, ro \ you. 
4a. And La (ty, and that un- 


doubredly , this vgreat truth from 


the mouth of Wiſdom, I lowe thent | 


that lowe me, 1s 11 atead d for a ge- 
neral proclamation of {oyereign 
grace 


[1s ] 
grace and- mercy to all the Songs 
and Daughters of men , and a 
ſweet invitation to all perſons, to 
, perform the duty contain'd in the 
, . next words, namely, to ſeek early 
\ - after God : Here is wondertul free« 
;neſs and fulneſs of Divine Grace; 

large enough for all men; and 'ns 

.enough to encourage thoſe perſons 
( that are naturally haters of God 
1n their minds) to return, and en- 

quire after him, becauſe God is 

ready to meet them, and requite 
them with reciprocal love : Do 
7 Yourduty, and it you love me,and 
1 fteek me, be ſure I have a love tor 

Ou. . 1s 3% 

. But I will detain you no longer. 
among. the terms and words of the 
T ext, though to keep my: uſual 
Font and method, I mult always 
Endeayour to make the way plain, 
efore you. B The 


-'Y 


WW, we 


£16 «ad 
The Text - told you had two 7 
branches, and 'tis my purpoſe (if 4 
the Lord enable me ) to gather 
{ome fruit from each of them. 4 
From the firſt part, I love them y 
that lowe me. 1] would offer this 


ro you, 


L 
DoR. 1. That there 1s a mutual fb 
and reciprocal lewe between Chriſt ſj; 
and his Saints, Sr; 
I told you, that it was a Procla- &, 
mation of the loye of Chriſt, and |. 
where he loves, he begets roY . 
{o that henfocrer a Saint truly + 
loves Chriſt, he may be ſure, that $f 
Chriſt doth intirely love "? (pt I's 
am my beloveds, and my beloved is g 
mine. The believing ſoul ſays ſo; ye 
And who can but live and dye onfh 
{uch a word as this is? eſpecially | 


when Chriſt ſays, as 1n the Texr, 
1 love 


"4 | [ 7 ] , : 
1 love them that love me. I love 
this Sainr, and he loves me. 

That is the firſt Obſervation, 
{ The ſecond is much like it, and 


that is, 


* Do. 2. That they that ſeek, the 
Lord eatly, ſhall certainly find him, 
ſhall certainly enjoy , eternally enjoy 
| Dim, ſhall find him a God of Grace 
#nd Mercy, and ſhall enjoy him for 
- diver, 
| Butfirſt, of the firſt of theſe : 
3 That there is a mutual and a re- 
[ thprocal love between Chriſt and his 
t Saints, 
F 5 To diſpatch this, ( and yet not 
SH make more haſte than good 
z peed )that you may underſtand it, 
Fall endeavour to ſhew you here, , 
# x. That Chriſt loves his Saints. 
2. How he diſcovers , .and 
B 2 mant- 


[ 18 ] 
yours his love to them, 

. That the Saints of God do» 
"es the Lord Jeſus. 

How they do - exprels andf 
maniteſt their love to him: That by g 
all this put together, you may ea- g 
ſily conclude, that there is a mu. 1 
tual, and reciprocal love betweer -. 
Chriſ and the Saints. 

. Firſt of all, That Jeſus Chriſ} 
bk a peculiar , a ſpecial, dea' 
love to his I. z jer. 31-3, 
have lowed thee with an everlaftin y 
love, Ephel. s. 25, 26, 27, Wh e 
lowed his Churek, and gave himfel & 
for it ( that 1s vida enough ty 
that be might ſanctifee, and clean 
it, with the waſhing of water, bb; 
the word, That he might preſerhy 
it to himſelf” a glorious Church, We 
having ſpot, or wrinkle, or any fu | 


thing ; but that it ſhould be hag 
a 


[7 


[ 19 ] 
and without blemiſh: And..this 
0 'Text I mention the rather, becauſe 
it is one of the laſt Scriptures that 
C bur Deceaſed Friend inſiſted on, 
) \when ſhe rook .her laſt farwel of 
a- ne ; Who lowed his Church ( faid 
uw The ) and gave himſelf for it, &c. 
cls 2. For the manner, how the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt doth expreſs 
1{&nd diſcover his love to his Saints. 
2A Though [ might inſtance in many 
, Methods and ways of his diſco- 
7 yering his love to them + yet I ihall 
Þ'tonfine my ſelf to theſe three par- 
ſel eiculars, by which he eminently 
1 thakes known the intireneſs of his 
NMdeared love to his Saints ; and 
bby the ſame ways [ thall ſhew you 
ſerby and by, that the Saints of God 
"Yo expreſs their love to [cſus 
@hriſt. ' 
bog x. Firſtof all, he diſcovers and 
a« B 3 | makes 


-' 


| | 20 | 
... makes known his love to hisSaints, « 
tn denying himf(elt of all the elory Z 
he had with his Father, in leaving. < 
thoſe Regions above, that he might & 
come do: wn, and oather his Saints F 
rogether, that he might redeem 
them out of the hands of Hell, 
and deliver them out of the Hoſe 
ot their Priſon and bondage. Rew, & 
r. 6, Unto him that lowed us, ana 
waſhed 1s from our ſins in his own \« 
blood ; he gave his heart blood tor y' 
us. Phil 2. 8, 6, 79, Who being | I 
in the form of God, thought it n«W 
robbery to be equal wal God, God: hi 
tellow, coequal with the Father : 0 
What did he do ? why, He madi fie 
himſelf of no reputation, and took d« 
#pon him the form of a Servant, and Ve 
was made in the likeneſs of men, Anil 
being found in faſhion as a man, b%# 
bumble Limſelf; and became obedil 


4 


the 


s, ent unto death, even the death of 


y the croſs, Was not here. love ? 
g. Greater love hath no man than 
at-this, That a man lay down his life 
ts For his friend ; yet this was greater 
m Jove, for Chriſt laid down his life 
| , for his enemies, Rom. 5. 15. 

ſe + 2. He manifeſts his intire love 
z, to his Saints, in the delight he hath 
dm their communion, and in fel- 
n Jowſhip with them : Chriſt is ne- 
Yr yer better pleaſed, or more de- 
z Iighted, than when his Saints are 
«mn communion and fellow[hip with 
+ him. When, and Where-ewer two 
-: by three are gathered together in my 
{ name, there is heaven, here 
delight to dwell : If you read 0- 
4 yer this 8:Þ Chapter of Prozerbs,- 
de the 31 verſe, you ſhall ſee the 
gf dundancy of Chriſts love to his 
igeople, before ever he had a peo- 


/ B 4 ple; 


KEE 
ple; they were his contemplativegp 
delight; that he (nould come 'downyy! 
and be with them, and give him-hc 
{elf for them. Rejoycing in theth 
habitable part of his earth, and mylo 
delights were with the ſons of men qt 
Do bur read Cant. 7.5, and there" 
you ſhall {ce how the Spouſe herhi 
{elt takes notice of the delighr her. 
Beloved takes in communion with 
her ; The King (lays ſhe) is beld © 
( or bound, as in 'the Margin ) in # 
ihe 7” "9g What are the Galle- $: 
ries? why, they are the Ordinances, a 
wherein he promiſes' to meet his C 
Saints: the King will (it at his round f 
Table, he will walk with them in Þ 
the Galleries, 1n private commu- © 
nion ; he is held or bound there : k 
That 1s, he takes ſo much pleas 
 ſure- and delight, he 1s taken of 
much with the Fong he hath putÞ 
upor 


| 23 | 
egpon his Saints, that ( to ſpeak it 
nwith reverence ) he cannot tell 
1-how to go from them, and leave 
them ; as a man wich his beſt be. 
yloved is bound (as it were) with 
2.chains of love. 
e®' 2. And laſtly, Chriſt maniteſts 
>r his love to his Saints, in the ear- 
r. neſt longing he hath to have them 
h with him in his glory. When any 
d one ſinner is converted, it is ſaid 
n there 15 oy in heaven, the King of 
= Saints: rezoyceth, all the Angels 
s, and Saints (1ng rogether ; there is 
is CI ay ) joy in Heaven) when one 
d finner comes in; Chriſts ſends forth 
n his Angels to entertain them, and 
- to bring them into his Fathers pre- 
lence; nay, he _ them 1n, him- 
If, In Fob. 14. 2 Chriſt tells 
\ dis Diſciples, I my *Þ athers houſe 
4 arc many manſions ; if it were not ſo, 
1 [ would 


{ 24 } I 
I would have told you ; I go to preg 
pare @ place for you. And if I Lage: 
and prepare a place for you, I wilgh 
come again, and receive you untþy 
wy ſelf, that where I am, there yi, 
may be alſo. And you may readgp, 
at your leiſure that raviſhing gi 
Chapter Job. 47, andit you readgh 
it with underſtanding, and your #þ 
ſouls go with your eyes ( be it #1 
ſpoken with reverence to ſuch a wp 
glorious God and King as he is) K 
you will perceive, that he ſeems gh 
not f{atished with his own glory at pr 
che right hand of the Majeſty on ec 
high, without the Company of his 3 
dear-bought Saints, that he hath gl 
botght with his own blood; Read , 
eſpecially the 22, 23, 24 verſes ; fe 
Aad the glory that thou gaveſt me, Il 
have given them ; that they may be 
one, even as we are one, Vetl, 22, 
4 7 


«i 
a | int them, and thou in me, that they 
"g:4y be made perfe&s in one, and that 
| #þe world may know, that thou haſt 
ifent me, and haſt lowed them.as thou 
haſt loved me. Verl. 24, Father, [ 
(pil , that they alſo whom thou haſt 
> given me, be with me where I am, 
(that they may behold my glory which 
1 #þou baſt given me : for thou tovedſt 
tyre before the foundation of the 
1 porld, Then Chriſts Mediatory 
) Kingdom will be compleated, and 
3 the ſhame and ſufferings that were 
t padergon by him, will be anf{wer- 
ed, when he hath gathered his 
to himſelf, to behold his 
| glory. 

|, 3- Andnow [ ſhall ſhew you the 
;Aecond part; if we turn the Table, 
Men we (hall ſee, that the Saints of 
od, in their meaſure, and accord- 
18 to their ſtrength, thoſe that 
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are truly ſuch , do love the Lori($ 
Jeſus with all their hearts z and jt 
you find it not thus with you, yo:$ 
have reaſon to be jealous of, an('F 
ro ſuſpect your ſelves; I fay th bl 
true Saints of God do love thi& 
Lord Jeſus with all their hearts 
Whom having not ſeen, ye lowe: i 4 
whom, though now you ſee him not ® 
yet believing, ye rejoyce with joy un | 
ſpeakgable and full of olory, x Pet. 1. 
8. Whom having not ſeen ye love 
with {uch a love as raiſes your 
hearts ; it is, Amor onlnerans li. 
gans, Oc. a love ( as one fays) 
that wounds, that firikes them to 
the very heart; a love that bind: 
their ſouls to Chriſt ; which mad: 
the Spoule cry out, Cart. 2. 5, Stay, 
me with flagons, comfort me with 
apples, for I am ſick of love. The 
truth is, you may imagine that i 
> 4, w, 
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S$ an Hyperbolical expreſſion ; bat 
;yndeed there 1s no expreſſion that 
o1:@an fully ſet it out; and therefore 
n(you ſee, how the Spoule hangs, as 
ht were, on the lips of Chriſt, Cant. 
hS$ 2, Let him kiſs me with the kiſſes 
ts of his mouth : for thy love, or loves, 
5, is better than wine. And ever 
2 $aint, while he 1s 22 the wilderneſs, 
- in his Wildernelſs-ſtate, leans on bis 
; beloved: What would a Saint have 
e, In any condition? None but Chriſt, 
1; Chriſt 1s his All in all. 
i. * 4. And therefore in the ſecond 
place I ſhall (ſhew you, That the 
o Saints of God do mutually and re- 
1]; '£iprocally expreſs and diſcover 
[ their love to Jeſus Chriſt, in their 
1, Meaſure, in their degree, as he 
Snakes known his love to them. 
APs, 
L r- They, expreſs their love to 
Chriſt, 


1h, 
19 


[ 28 ] 
Chriſt, in denying all for him< 
Chriſt lefi a Kingdom, and all the 
glory of his F Fathers Houſe : Bur 
. the Saints of God they have} 
nothing to leave in compariſon of! 
what he left. They that leave! 
Houſes, Lands, Mannors, King-F 
doms for Chriſt, all this is little Þ 

I ſay ) in compariſon of what #3 
Chriſt left for them ; but the truth ? 
is, whatever the Saints have, all 
that they have, they will lay at the | 
feet of Chriſt when he calls them # 
to it, and this, as ſoon as ever they | 
apprehend that love of Chriſt Þ# 
to them; as ſoon as ever they 
come to be made ſgnfible of the ? 
worthineſs of Chriſt, of the All- F 
fufficiency that is 1n Chriſt to do 
them good, away goes the world, 
they 11 ſir looſe to it, as looſe as BE. 


l;jah's Mantle, 2 Ki ngs 2.13, which 
fell 


bas ON 
Pa 


A. 1 
i.fell off when he was taken up to 
Heaven : Thus ſaid, and thus did 
he Difciples of Chriſt, We hawe 
e eft all and followed thee. But I ſhall 
fÞnly add the example of one emi- 
- hent Saint, who lett all for Chriſt; 
e 
l 
l 
| 


> 


| 


End if all the Princes in the World 
had thrown their Crowns into his 
Jap, he would have letr them all. 
Phil. 3. 7, 8, What things were gain 
Fo me, thoſe were counted loſs for 
. Chriſt. Tex doubtleſs, and T count 
ll things but loſs for the excellenc 
. bf* the hnowledg of Chriſt Teſns my 
. Word: for whom I have ſuffered the 
 Woſs of all things, and do count thens 
ut dung that I may win Chriſt. v.g, 
lad be fonnd in bim, nc. 
2a. As Chriſt diſcovers his love 
o the Saints, in his delight of com- 
Snunion with them, ſo the people 
pf God do intirely love, carneſtly 
| de- 


[ 30 |] 
deſire, and delight in communio 
with the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; theft; 
would be in fellow(hip with Chri Ji 
where-ever they be, Cart. 1. 1H 
A bundle of myrrh is my well-belowdll 
unto me, he ſhall lye all night b I 
twixt my breaſts, that 18, near mge 
hearr. And therefore is the Spoul| 
brought in, Cart. 2.7, breaking ouſfe 
after this range kind of manner; 
I charge you, or I adjure you, O #7 
Daughters of Teru falem, by the Rozs 3, 
ani by the Hindes of F the field, thai\ 

'e ſtir not up, nor awake my love, till 
he pleaſe. TheLord Chriſt (as; it } 
ſhe Fad (aid) 18 come to abide with 
me, andI take {o much delight 1 in 
communion and fellowiſhip with 
him, that I charge you not to dil 
Gnk him : I would, not have the 
deareit luſt, I would not have an 
fin whatſoever to interpole betwix 


Chriſt and me. -N A 


2. A3 Chrift diſcovers the oreat. * 
neſs -of his love. to his Saints, in' 
1#longing to 1njoy them with himſelf 
In his glory ; ſo the Saints of God, 
there upon earth, do long (carneſt- 
Jly long ) ro injoy him in his Fa. 
thefs preſence, in the Houſe of his 

lory, to be in thoſe Manſtoris' 
that'he hath: provided for them; 
din thoſe Regions ot: glory above : 
AThey look .eirneſtly fo? the glorious 
e! Zappearance of the great God, arid 


” ſr Lord Feſus Chriſt, as the Apo- 


iNſtle to Titzs exprefles it, Tims 2. 
815, 8a; Looking for that bleſſed 
tgope, and the olorioits appeering of 
In) he great God, and out Saviour FM 
es Chriſt, Who gave bimſelf for us, 
iS bat be might redeem us from all ini- 
11imty, and purifie unto bimſelf 'a pe- 
J-#liar people, zeulons of good works. 
They look out; as Siſera's Mother, 
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ali Þ 


out of her Window, and cry 


through the Lattice, Jndg. 5. 28, 


Why # bis Chariot ſo long in coming ® 
why tarry the wheels of his Chariots ? 
So the ſoul of a Saint looks out at 
every cranny, at the eye, and at 
the ear, and cries out, Why tar- 


ries his Chariot ? why is he fo long; 
in coming ? That dear Saint that: 


1s gone before us, was wont totel| 
me, That ſhe had waited a Jong 
time for her great change, and did 
continue waiting : And the truth 
1s, 1t cannot be otherwiſe, when 
- once a Soul is eſpouſed to Jeſus 
Chriſt, and hath been kiſſed with 
the kiſſes of his mouth, and knows 
any thing of his love, and loveli- 
neſs; from the very day of eſpou- 
ſals, there will be, there muſt be 
a longing deſire of enjoyment z as 
it is with young Loyers, when once 
true 


| 33 ] 
true loye is between them, all the 
- [time after is atime of defire and 
longiny : Make haſte ( ſays the 
ſoul to Chriſt ) and come away ; 
Egredere anima , ſays the longing 
Saint; go out, Soul, to meet Jeſus 
 IChriſt: this is the Caſe, as it 1s be- 
[tween Chriſt and a believing Soul : 
Says the Soul to Chriſt, either come 
down to me, or take me up to 
thee ; Dear Jeſus Chriſt, when 
ſhall I come, and appear before 
God? 1 deſire to be diſſolved, and 
to be with Chriſt, which 1s beſt of 
all. I would allo obſerve to you, 
that paſſionate out-cry of the 
Spouſe to Jeſus Chriſt, Cart. 8.14, 
M:ke haſte, my beloved, and be thou 
like to'a young Roe, or to a young 
Hut por the mountains of ſpices. 
It is the yoice of a believer to Jeſus 
Chriſt.- - Bet % 

C 2 I ſhould 


[34 ] | 
I ſhoyld now make a tran{itio! . 
from hence to the next Qblervaty} 
| : - .nto 
on; bur let me firſt a little, im ib 
prove this. TREE HB 
And the ule. I ſhall make ot thi 
firit Doctrine 1s this, J 


Uſe. x. To ſtand a while, tc 
gether with you, admiring at the 
infinite, fovercign, and free Grace 
of God, who hath ſet his love up- : 
on man, and hath done poor crea- ( 
tures that honour, as to engage 
their hearts to love God, and the : 
truths of God. God is not behold- 

| 


[ 
fe 
ſo 
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ing to-us for our love; forhe 1s an 
object infinitely above our love; 
and 'tis a wonder of mercy, . that 
God accounts us worthy to love 
him, and to love Jeſus Chriſt; 
What a mercy 1s this, that God 
ſhould beget in us any love to him- 


ſelf, 


| 35 _ 
. ſelf, by. revealing his infinite love 
Io as! that his love ſhould be ſhed 
broad. in our bearts ! Oh ! land 
n amazed at this! eſpecially when 
you hear God ſaying, Ifa. 65. t, 
F am ſought of them that acked not 
for me 4 I am found of them tht 
d ſought me not: I ſaid, behold me, 
I behold me, unto a nation that was 
not called by my name. But more 
of this anon; when#l come to the 
ſecond Branch. Only here we may 
gO away with admiring” thoughts 
into Heaven, at this infinite, free: 
and condeſcending love of God to 
Jour poor ſouls : and'to raiſewup our 
hearts to the greater admiration, 
conſider, 
| #". What a great, what-a won- 
| derful and immenſe Love this Love 
Jot God is, that he bears to poor 
creatures, bis fawour is better than 
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a Ba & aid 
life .it felf. Plal. 63. 3, Þeeau | 
(faysthe Pſalmiſt)-thy lowing kjud 
neſs is better thaw life, my lips ſhal 
praiſe thee. What thall we call ic} d 
A Fountain, a Fountain withoug a 
brim or bottom : Amor Dez eſt-inf 

fundens + creans bonitatem. The d 
C 
r 
k 
[ 
| 
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Love of Chriſt (as one ſays) tis 
that. which creates and .infuſer 
goodnels, a]l manner of good,tem- 
pora], {piritual, and eternal. 

2. Would you ſee the fruits and 
effeas of this Love? Alas ! *tis notf 1 
a ſmall matter for the great, and 
glorious, and holy God, ta tell aff 
poor {oul, I love thee. Men may 
tay ſo, and it may lignifie little ; 
but God never ſays {o to any, ibut 
It creates a Heaven in the S$9ul; it} 
fills che Soul with all the joyb-and 
delights of Heaven, it leads hin 
into the Regions of Life and Peace, 


pH 
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peace, peace, and aſſurance for e: 
yer, Ifz. 26. 3. and 32. i7. In 


J all your duries, this will *be your 


delight, That God loves you : In 
a time of darkneſs, this will be 
your light ; and 1n the pangs of 


J death, this will be your living 
ig comfort, That God loves you, and 


that you have had an heart truly 
to love God ; and you know that 
he loves you by your love to him, 
and your love to God being ( as 
it were) the tranſcript of Gods 
Love to you in your fouls. And 
indeed, C which may raiſe your 
admirings) where God loves, and 
whom he loves, he never leay e, 


he never ceaſes to love. Rom 8.48, 
39, For am perſwaded (ſaith the 


| Apdſile there) that neither death, 


nor life, nor Angels, good or bad 
Angels, zor principalities, nor pow- 
4 ers, 


F387 
ers, nor things preſent, nor things 
to- come: Nor height, nar denth, uor 
any other creature ſhall be able to ſe- 

erate us from the love of God, which to 


al in Chriſt Feſh is our Lord, 'F 


2. Ule of exhortation to them fel 
thar truly love the Lord Jeſus: JJ it 
Dear Saints, you that have 1n- | f 
deed a true. love to Cad, and do [| d 
by that ſec his love to your ſouls; ft 
Oh, keep your (elves inthe love 
of God. Ta that end, 

; Dir.&. 1. Set a high price on 
this grace that is wrought in you, 

and (as the Apoſtle {ays) let it be 
your great Care to preſerve, and to 
keep life in this love of yours, to 
Jeſus Chriſt, - Fude werſ. 21; Keep | 
Jour ſelves in the love of God, look: | 
ing for the mercy of our Lord Teſus 
Chriſt unto eternal life, And, fax 
this Pau % Fielt 


; 


| 39 |] 
1. Firſt of all conſider the worth 
of this love to Chriſt, what an ex- 


- cellent and wonderful grace this is, 


| 


to have a heart truly to loye che 
{ord Jeſus Chriſt. 

rt. itis that, which 1s the clear- 
eſt evidence of the Love of God, 
it gives you all your lifc and com- 
fort in a time of darknels, in a 
dark day, to know by your love 
to Jeſus Chriſt, that he loves you, 
and that the Father loves you ;there + 
1s no ſuch clear evidence as this in 
21l the World: If a man had all 
the treaſures of gold and filver in 
the world, he could nor read the 
love of God in them ; but'in your 
true loye to Jeſus Chriſt you may. 
When you walk in darkneſs, and 


| can ſee no light, this 15 that ſpark 


ot -Jight that will give you light 
Vine you are at a lols. When it 
1s 


Fw TT 
is dark round about us, when we 
can ſec little or no faith, little or 
no hope, little or no ſtrength that 
we have ; let us then inquire, arid 
ſee whether we have any loye,and 
if we haye any true love to Chrilt, 
this will give us light and life. 
Rom.$. 28, We know that all things 
(lays the Apoſtle) work together for 
good, To whom? to them that love 
God. If one ſhould ask me this 
queſtion, Why is the promiſe made | 
to thole that love God? I anſwer, 
becaule the Saincs do want ſome- 
what to comfort, to ſupport, and 
relieve them in a dark day ; and 
when all other light fails, and we 
can ſee no faith, find no holineſs, 
this will never fail them : If” there 
be once true love to Chriſt, there 
will be ſome ſpark remaining, that 
will adminiſter comfort to them in 


the darkeſt day. 2. Con- 


hs mis Y My, (D 


[4 ) 
' - 2. 'Confider with your - ſelves, 
that -if you preſerve and keep 1 

this love, this lave co Jelas Chri 

in yout-hearts, it will work 1n/you 
a likeneſs to Chriſt ; And can yon 
deſire to be like any perſon that 
you Jaye better? or that is more 
exaaly and perfectly pure and ho- 
ly, that ts, more lovely than Chriſt? 
This true loye is a fire that makes 
all things like it ſelf; true love to 
God-is:of an aflimijating vertue, 
it will make us like to God; and 
like to Chriſt, whom we!:love : 
Love is like a Looking-glaſs, if you 
turn theGlaſs downiward,there will 
appear nothing bue the repreſenta- 
tion of earth, and terreſtrial crea» 
rures, all earth ; burif you turn 
it-upward, then there will appear 
Heaven, and celeſtial, and the ur- 
leen. glory of another world, un- 


ſeen 


L 42 | 
ſeerl as to our:'bodily eyes, but vi- | : 
fible ro the eye of faith : If we give || * 
forth our love to Chriſt, why then 
all Chriſt, all Heaven, andall ho- | 
lineſs is on the ſoul. | WY 
Dire&ion 2. Be diligent and ex- | 

a& on your watch: if you do prize, 
and ſet any value upon this love 
ro Jeſus Chriſt, endeavour to keep | 
it, as you would keep your lives ; 
keep it as you would keep the beſt | 
Jewel in the world ; nay ,the world | 
cannot give, cannot afford you | 
ſuch another Jewel : This Chriſt 
hath bought tor you with his own 
moſt precious blood, by his death, 
his ſhameful and accurſed death ; 
and therefore you have reaſon, 
great reaſon to keep it ſafe, for its 
awn worth, and becauſe it is of fo 
great uſe, as hath been before men- 
tioned, becauſe it will be a light ro 

19 2: you 
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you in'a dark, in the darkeſt day, 


and becauſe it wi]l make you like 


| God, and like Chriſt; take heed 


| therefore, leſt it be ſtoln from 


| you, or abated in you. As perſons 


| that have a Jewel of great price 
| and yalue,will be often Eng n- 
| ro the place where they laid 1t up, 
| ro ſee whether it be fate; fo this 
| ſpark of Divine fire, which is put 
I into, and laid up in our Souls, 15a 
| Jewel of matchlels and ineſtimable 
I price ; How therefore (hould we 
inquire concerning it, how it 1s 
with us, as to our love to God and 
Chriſt? . We ſhopld be trying and 
examining our ſelves, whether 
Wives, or Children, or any/earth- 
ly Relations, or worldly concern- 
| ments or enjoyments,have not-ſtoln 
away our hearts, or abated our 
love ; We thould ſay to onr. own 
hearts 


C44 ] 


hearts in this caſe, as Chriſt to Pe- 


ze on another accorint, L:weſt thou 
me more than thoſe ? Fob. 21. 15, 
16, 17: So we ſhouldſay to our 
hearts, Doſt thou love Jeſus Chriſt? 
doſt thou love him indeed and in 
earneſt ? doſt thou love him better 
than theſe, than theſe Children, 
theſe pretty little Idols rhar are ſet 
up befote our eyes? doſt love him 


betrer than all creature-comforts 1c 


and relations ? doſt love him ber- 
ter than all earthly treaſures, bet- 
ter than thy eſtate, better than all 
the world, better than all theſe? 
Yea, better than Heaven it ſelf 
without Chriſt? Thus I fay, we 
ſhould ftill be examining onic 


hearts, and fee how it is with us, | 


as to our love to Chriſt : for to tel 
you the truth, our hearts are yery 
treacherous: I know not how it us 
with 


wo wy «pops woes Wy Wh 4 
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. | with-yours, but I find ic fo with 
; | mine, and that it 1s a very hard * 
matter to keep up that height of 
love to Jeſus Chriſt as there ſhould 
| be. The Propher Jeremiah tells us, 
|| Fer. 17. 9, That the heart 5s deceit. 
| fol above all things, and deſperately 
wicked, who can know it ? And as 
it is ſo in general, fo eſpecially 
with God, the heart is more ins» 

I clined to be treacherous with Ged, 
and in things r-lating to God, than 
in any other things; and therefore 
we have great need to look well 
to them, to be diligent, and exa& 
upon -our watch, in reterence to 
this love to Chriſt, ve 

Dire6, 3. If God hath youch«, 
ſafed this grace ro you, as hc hath 

| made. you partakers of his love, 

and given, you the tranſcript. or xe» 
fletion thereof, be you fure;that. 
| you 


[ 465 ] 
you love him again, and be you 
ſure alſo to keep off every thing 
that may ſtifle or quench the heat 
of your love ; take heed of thoſe 


ſirong blaſts, thoſe wicked and} 


curſed temptations that ariſe from 
Hell; take heed alſo of thoſe 
damps that afiſe from the world; if 
you ſet your affeGtions there, thoſe 
cold vapours ariſing thence, will 
either avate or extinguiſh the heat 
of this pure heavenly fire of love ; 
rake-heed oj being Servants, with 
the World, to the luſts of the fleſh; 


beware of thele things: Sin, the 


luſts of the fleſh, the love of the | 


World, and Chriſt, arc, a0Vo1T2, 1N- 
conſiſtent, they cannor dwell to- 
gether in one Soul. » foh. 9.15, 
If any man love the world, the'lowe 
of the father is not in bim. Theſe 
are like two fires:in one Chimney, 


the 


- [Lo] 
uf the one will extinguiſh-the other, 
of - Direc, 4. Fourthly and Laſtly, 
t] Be ſure ro'add friel to this fire, 
ef and keep this heat you have, fe 
] 
; 

| 


| ceived from Heaven warm, take 
1} heed that your hearts never get 
| cold; I muſt contefs, that we live 
in a cold and frozen age, in the 
worlds old age,. in an agewhereiri 
there 1s little Jove to God, to Je- 
ſus Chriſt, and to the Saints ; and 
if you would in this cold ſeaſon 
keep up the height of your-Jove 
tro Chriſt, I would adviſe you, ---. 
t. To. be much in communiori 

| with him; the nearer you are to 
the Sun, the more heat you will 
have. ESRC 4 <4 
2. Be diligent, and attive, and 
vigorous in the performance of &- 
very Jacy, clothe your {elves well- 
with the con{tant. performance. of. 


D duty o 


| [ 4B |] 
duty; tender bodies, delicate per- 
ſons, if they leave off a Garment, 
are very apt to catch cold, and ſo 


it will be with us if we neglect | 
the conſtant performance of duty ; | 


the negleC of praying morning and 
evening, the negle& of praying 
conſtantly in your Cloſets, the 
neglet of hearing Sermons , the 


neplect of the due oblervation of 


the Sabbath, in the negle& of theſe | 


things you will be apt to get cold; 


yet it 1s not enough barely to at- | 


tend theſe duties ( which 1s too 
common a folly and fin) but there 
is one thing more to be done, and 
that is, when you have been 1n the 
exerciſe of your love, and in com- 
munion with Chriſt, when you 
have warmed your {elves in your 
Cloſets, or at an Ordinance, go 
'Not too {oon into the world ; this 
care 
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care we do uſually take for our bo. 
dies, when we are warm, when 
we are hot, we do not preſently 
| expoſe our {elves to the cold; and 
| thus we ſhould do in reference to 
| our ſouls, when we have been at 


an Ordinance , 


and have been 


warmed and heated there, we 
ſhould not too ſoon adventure a- 
broad into the world ; this hath 
| done a world of miſchiet, and per- 
ſons have thereby cool'd and dampt 


| their love. 


3- And one thing more: When 
you meet together, not to be 
quench-coals one to another, not 
to abate the love and zcal one of 


another, but ( 


as the Apoſtle ex- 


horts, Heb. ro. 24,) Conſider one 
another ; What to do? to provoke , 
unto lowe and to good works, love 


to God, loye to Chriſt, loye one to 
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another, love to the Ordinances of 
God : When you meet together, 
do fiot meet together ( I fay ) to 
cool one another, but meet as fo 
many live-coals, that will kindle 
and en]iven one another, that you 
may make the greater heat, that 
you may warm your ſelves, and 
one another, and ſo keep your 
tearts and affections continually 
warm for God. | 


Uſe. 2. 1 haveyeta word to a- 
nother ſort of people by way: of 
Application, and that is, to ſuch 
as have never yet taſted of the love 
of God, nor never yet have found 
any love to Chriſt in their ſouls; 1 
. liope there are, or may be none, 

*or few ſuch here, and therefore [ 


{ſhall ſpeak but little to this ; if 


there ſhould be any ſach here, or 
any 
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| any of yours at home ſhould be 
ſuch, their caſe is as bad as that of 
Cain or Fudas. If they have yer 
no loye to God, and to Chriſt, I 
tell them that are here, and do you 
that are here tell them that are at 
| home, that they muſt never con- 
[tent themſelyes without itany long- 
| er, without which they can never 
be able to ſay, truly to ſay, that 
God loves them : for it they hate 
| Chriſt, Chriſt will hate them, and 
-j {et himſelf againſt them; yea, there 
| is a curle gone out, and pronoun- 
ced againſt them already, 1 Cor. 
16. 22, jf any man (lays the Apo- 
ſtle) lowe not the Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
let him be Anathema Maranatha. 
And therefore you that are ſuch . 
as I am now ſpeaking to, be you 
perſwaded from henceforth to lave 
Chriſt, and in order thereto, wait 
| D 3 up» 
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upon the means of grate, where 
God hath promiſed to ſhew forth 


his love, and to inkindle it, and 


inflame their hearts with a greater | 


and higher love to himſelf. In 
Job 22. 20, ſays Eliphas to Job, 
Acquaint thy ſelf with him, that is, 
with God, and be at peace : there- 
by good ſhall come unto thee, And 
this brings me now at laſt (though 
F have ſtaid long from it) to the 
{ſecond Obſervation from the Text, 
wherein lies much comfort for poor 
ſouls, though you have had hither- 
to but a little light and love from 
God, and but little love to God ; 
And that 15, 


DoR. 2. That they that feek the 
Lord early, ſhall certainly find him, 
and ſhall find him a God full of 
grace and mercy, and ſhall certainly: 
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enjoy bim eternally in Heawen, 


Our deceaſed Friend (that pre- 
cious Saint of God that 1s gone be- 


| fore us) having found the benefit 


of an early ſeeking after God and 
Chriſt in the way of hisOrdinances, 
delired that her neareſt Friends, 
Relations, and Children, might be 
(and indeed by chuſing this Text 
doth adviſe us all to be) a Genera- 
tion_of Seekers ; and oh that God 
would make every one of us ſuch, 
as may ſeek thy face, O Facob, O 
God of Facob; that is, that may 
ſeek after Jeſns Chriſt : This is the 
work of our lives, and it is well 
for us that Jeſus Chriſt came into 
the world to {eek and to ſave that 
which was loſt, and to pur this 
preat ' adyantage' into onr hands, 
that we could never .have had 
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without him. In Matt. 7. 7, $, 


Chriſt exhorts us, Ak, and it ſball 
be given you : ſeck, and ye ſhall 
find: knock,, and ti ſhall he opened 


unto you. For ewery one that ask- 


eth, recerveth : and he that ſecketh, 


mo and to him that knocketh, 
3t ſhall be opened, 

Under the Covenant of works 
you might ſeek, and ſeek, ill your 
_ eyes ſunk into the holes of your 
he ads, and never have tound Chriſt 
nor God : bur now he tells us, 
that he 1s come into the world, and 
that if we ſeek him with our whole 


hearts, in the way of his Ordinan- 


ces ind appointments ,”. we ſhall 


fiad him ; and- that if we knock 
Fm it ſhall be opened unto us. - * 

Tn the proſecution of this Obſer- 
yarion, . I ſhall only peat to theſe 


three thioge.. 7 
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» | 2. Firſt of all I ſhall ſhew you, 
That man is born in a natural e- 
[ fſtrangement from God, every man, 
4 fevery individual perſon, every Mo- 
- thers Child is brought intro the 
, [world , naturally eſtranyed from 
» [God, In Pſal. 58. 3, The wicked 
are eflranged from the womb, they 
$ go aſtray as ſoon as they be born, 
r [ſpeaking lies, There is the very 
' | CharaGer and Picture of a man in 
© Ba natural ſtate, he 1s born with his 
, | hack upon God, and yoing with 
| | his face towards Hell ; betore he 
* | can walk with men, he can run a- 
- | way from God. | 
| 2. I (hall (hew you, That rhey 
. | that would eſcape that fin and mi- 
| fety. that atrend this, eſtate- of | e- 
ftrangement from God, muſt feek 
him. early;for they are in the Regte 
ons of darknels,andin a ſtateof fin 


and 
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and miſery (as the Apoſtle expreſf{c 
es it, Epheſ. 2. 12,) Being withhe 
out Chriſt, aliens from the common\i 
wealth of Iſrael, firangers from tha 
covenant of promiſe, having no hopeſſc 
and without God in the world. Andhc 
the Apoſile ſpeaking of ſuch, ſafyc 
living, and ſo dying, in 2 Theſ | 
1.9, ſays, Who ſhall be puniſhedþo 
with everlaſting deſiruGion from theſar 
preſence of the Lord, and from thelſu 
glory of his power. And there is pt 
no way to eſcape this, but by ſeek-[tt 
ing early after God, by ſeeking 
carly after Jeſus Chriſt. And this|/a 
1s that which I ſhall now ſpeak to, ſb. 
and which the Prophet Iſa, 55. 6, a 
7, ofters to us in the like terms, 
Seek ye the Lord while be may bes 
found ; call ye upon bim while be *s}p1 
near, Now is the accepted time, |d 
wow 45 the day of ſalvation,2 Cor.6:2, |) 
You 


* 4 
ſfou cannot tell how ſoon it may 
hhe, that you may ſeek, and God 
4vill not be found; that you may 
b&all, and he will not anſwer ; that 
efron may knock, and yet it ſhall 
dhot be opened to you : for I tell 
ofyou, (yea,Chriſt himielt tells you) 
ſILuke 13. 24, That many ſhall ſeek 
dllio enter in, and ſhall aot be able : 
hand it muſt be, and is ſpoken of 
efſuch kind of perſons as we be, of 
sIperſons thatmake a high profeſſion, 
-Ithar injoy the Ordinances of God ; 
7 [Mat.7.22, 23. Many(faysChriſt)wilt 
Fay to me in that day, Lord, Lord, 
[have we not propheſied in thy name? 
and in thy name hawe caſt out De- 
 Pwils ? and in thy name done man 
(wonderfnl works? And then will I 
{profeſs unto them, Þ never knew you': 
| depart from me ye that work iniquity. 
[Now is the time of your ſeeking. 
| And 
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And becauſe there is the greateſt 
Emphaſis intended in this term ear. 
ly, early ſecking after God, I ſhall 
wave all the reſt, and apply myþ 
ſelf to a timous, to an early ſeek. 
ing after God , if God ſhall give 
us the wiſdom of the Swallow, the 
Turtle, the Stork and the Crane, 
Fer. 8. 7, to let us know our ſea- 
ſon, and the things that belong to 
our Peace. 

And 1n reference to this, I ſhould 
have thought it moſt proper for me 
to have cn more largely to 
five or fix particulars; but the time 
will not give me leave, and there- 
fore I ſhall but only name them. 

1. I ſhould haye ſhewed you, 
what it is to ſeek, what is meant | 
by the act of ſeeking. 

2. What it is to feek God, con- 
lidering the aG with 'the obje, 
{2 what 
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>ſkwhat it is to ſeek Chriſt : And that 


i. 


ill 


nder theſe Four Heads. 
1. Toſeek the Lord, 1s to ſeek 


yn acquaintance with God, to ſeek 
k-ſafter the knowledg of Chriſt : this 
velwe ſhould do early ; and becauſe 


1e 
©, 
s 


we cannot do it more early, we 
ſhould do it now; and it is our 
oreat concern to get an acquaint- 
ance with God; we ſhould ſeek 
now to know God and Chriſt ; 
this 1 of ſo great weight, thatChriſt 
himſelf tells us, Fob. 17. 3, This 5s 
life eternal, that they might know 
thee the only true God, and Feſus 
Chrift whom thou haſt ſent. 

2. To ſeek God, 1s to ſeek re- 
conciliation with God : for there is 


enmity and hoſtility between-God 


and us poor (inful wretches ; every 
one of us, as we are finners by na- 
tare and by practice, ought to/ſeek 

re= 
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reconiciliation with God, and an{{ 


intereſt in Chriſt, aud to make him 


| 


our Friend ; and for this we areſ 


Ambaſſadors; the whole Goſpel 
ſerves for this end; it is the Mini- 
ſtry of reconciliation. 2 Cor. 5 
18, 19, 20, All things are of God, 
(lays the Apoſtle) who bath re. 
conciled us to himſelf by Feſus Chriſt, 


and hath given to us the miniſtry of 


reconciliation ; To wit, that Ged was 
in Chriſt, reconciling the world unto 
himſelf, not imputing their treſpaſſes 
unto them, and hath committed un- 
to us the word of reconciliation. 
Now then, we are Ambaſſadors for 
Chriſt, as though God did beſeech you 
by us ; we pray you in Chriſts ſtead, 
be ye reconciled to God. 

3- To ſeek the Lord, is to ſeek 
communion with God, and to ſeek 
communion with Jclus Chriſt, to 


{eek 


- 
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an} {ſeek him in his Ordinances, in his 
1m publick Ordinances, Inſtitutions, 
reſand Appointments ; to ſeek him 
el]in our private duties,! in our clo- 
i-Þ ſets,to have coſe communion with 
s.| God, and with Chriſt there : If 
{ | any man love me, he will keep my 
| words: and my Father will lowe him, 
} | and we will come unto him, and 
of | make our abode with bim ( lays 
s | Chriſt ), oh. 14. 23. So that it 
oÞis a duty that lies on us to ſeek 
5 | God more in ſecret duties, and 
- | more in publick Ordinances night 

and day, wherever we be, to have 
* | further rnd more intimate acquain- 
; tance with him, and to have a 
more clear intereſt in Chriſt, and 
more intimate communion. with 
him-: By night on my bed, {ays the 
Spoulc, Cant. 2. L, 2,3,4, I ſoupghs 
| hem whom my ſoul loveth, 1 ſought 
him 
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hin (on - her bed, but that perhaps] 
may be drowſ! iy, it was a kind of 
drowſic ſeeking) 4nd I found him 
not. What then ? IT will riſe now 
and go about the City iti the ſtreets, | 
and in the broad ways T will ſeeh 
him whom my ſoul loveth : I ſought 
him, but I found bim not : The 
watch-men that go about the City, 
found me: to whom I ſaid, Saw ye 
bim whom my ſoul loweth ? It was 
but a litttle that I paſſed from them, 
bit I found him whom niy ſoul Fre 
weth : I held him, and would not 
let him 90, &c. Thus ſhould we 
ſeek Jeſts Chriſt, thus ſhould we 
ſeek communion and oY 
with him. And in Cart. 1.5, She 
thus beſpeaks the Lord ſeks Tell 
me, O thou whom my ſoul loweth, 
where thou feedeſt, where thou makeſt 


thy flock, to reſt at noon : for why 
ſhould 


[C63 7. 
ſhould I be as one that tufneth aſia ty 
by the flocks of thy companions ? 
And this Scriprure I mention the 
rather, becaule I now it was much 
the {parir of our deceaſed Friend, 
that precious Saint NOW with God: 
who. did ſeek Jcius Chriit in pure 
Ordinances, and defired to wait 
tor him in. the moſt Uncocrupt, and 
pureſt ways of Communion ; fot, 
which (he had a great zeal, to my 
certarn knowledg. | 

. And Laftly , To feek the 
Lord. is to ſeek the «ternal | 10Joy- 
ment of God., and lo to {eek the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as that, we may: 
193oy him 1n his glary, ſecting our 
faces heavenward; as. 11 fer,.50. 
4, &, It 1s {aid of the Children: of. 
Iſrael, and the Children of Faded, 
that they ſhall come together, 


ing, and weeping : that they Gall 
E 20 
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po and ſeek the Lord their God. 
And that they ſhall ask the way to 
Zion, with their faces thitherward, 
@&-c. They did not only look, but 
they went ; they did not look one 
way and goanother, but they look- 
ed,and went where they might find 
God; for they ſaid, come, and let 
#s joyn our ſelves to the Lord, in a 
perpetual covenant that ſhall not be 
forgotten, 1 ſhould have alſo ſhewn 
you | 

2. Where you ſhould ſeek the 
Lord Jeſus. 

4. How you ſhould ſeek him. 
And then 

s. Why you ſhould ſeek him, 

But the time conſtrains me to re- 
tire to that one ſingle term (early ) 
to that circumſtance of time, be- 
cauſe in it lies the greateſt Empha- 
[1s (as [ ſaid before ) and may be of 
great 


a FF 


OR 


=  w ww 7 as 0 TY 


| | 65 |] 
great uſe to us at this day : and 
here I ſhall ſhew you, what is in- 
tended by early ſeeking of God. 
| am ſure, thoſe that have lived 
longeſt, are moſt concerned here- 
in; the youngeſt, yea, every one 
of us ſhould accounr it our greateſt 
concern, early to ſeek the Lord. 
But what 1s it that is intended by 
this expreſſion, early to ſeek the 
Lord? This I ſhall ſhew you in 
Three particulars. | 

t. Ir ſeems to have reference 
unto a day of Gods (evere diſpen- 
ſations, when he goes forth to cor- 
re& the Nations, to afthi& Families, 
and perſons ; there 1s ſuch a day; 
and that is the day of the Lord; 
and in this day, as it is our Qu 
{o it ſhould be our wiſdom tofeek 
the Lotd early, before he kills and  _ 
deſtroys us, before he makes an ut 
E 2 ter 
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ter end by the ſeverity of his ſtroke. 
In Zepb. 2.1,2,2, favs the Prophet, 
Gather together, O nation not deſe- 
red. Before tie decree bring forth, 
before the day paſs as the chaff, be. 
fore the fierce anger of the Lord come 
pon you,&c. Seek ye the LORD, all 
Je meek of the earth, ſeek righteouſ- 
neſs, ſeek meckneſs, it may be ye 

ball be hid” in the day of the 
LORP's anger. And in this ſenſe, 
this 15 the moſt {cafonable word 
that I could have offered you in 
\uch a day as this is, when God 15 
gone forth ro conteud with the Na- 
tions ; we hear of much ſickneſs 
and deaih both in City and Coun- 
try ; God is ſhaking his Rod, now 
therefore it is time carly to ſeck the 
Lord: It is a hard matter for a 
man that 1s ſecure, to be awaken- 
ed though the rod be coming 
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upon him, though the Lion roar, 
though judgments are breaking i 'n 
upon us ; as long as we can ell 
what (hift to make. (with the Pro- 
dioal Son ) we never think of re- 
turning to our Fathers Houſe, we 
never think of {ecking unto God. 
2 Sam. 14. 29, 30, Zi, 32, When 
Abſalom (et Foabs Corn on fire, he 
then made haſte to come to him. 
And thus it 15 with us, we will not 
ſeek after God ; but 1t he ſet our 
Houles on fire, our bodies with 
burning Fevers; when he comes, 
and conſumes, and {corches our 
comforts, then it may be we. make 
haſte, and \cek atter him, Tn Ifa. 
26. 15, LORD, (ſays the Prophet) 
in weoble foe they viſited thee : 
they poured out a prayer, when thy 
chaſtening was upon them, And {o 
Lo Wark 5. Is, In teir afflicsion. 
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"they will .ſcek me early, ſays the 
” Lord by the Prophet. When they 
faw their ſickneſs, and their wound, 
' they ſought other means : when none 
would do, and their caſe was de- 
ſperate, they will then plead guil- 
ty, acknowledg their offence, and 
ſeck my face. In their affliction 
they will ſeek me early, And ſo 
likewiſe in Pſal. 78. 34, When be 
flew them, then they ſought him, 
and they returned, and enquired ear- 
[y after God ; Here were a people 
- ( methinks ) much of the ſpirit of 
the people of England; when he 
flew them, then they ſought him, 
and they returned, and enquired 
early after God ; early, that is in 
reſpec of themſelyes, though too 
late in reſpe& of others that were 
already conſumed and deſtroyed ; 
early, that is, before they them- 
ſelves 
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was not early ab{olutely, yet com- 
paratively ſo ; though it was late, 
yet the Lord accounts it for an 
early ſeeking. 
But 2dly, To enquire and ſeek 
early after God, may. have reſpe&t 
to the morning of every day of our 
lives, and then the duty lies thus 
upon us, They that ſeek me early 
ſhall find me ; that is, it we ſeek 
God in the morning, we ſhall find 
him all the day long with us. Ear- 
ly in the morning ( ſays David ) 
will 1 direc my prayer unto thee, 
and will look up. And in another 
place ( fays he ) I prevented the 
dawning of the morning. And it 
we would learn this leflon this day, 
and conſtantly practice it, we thall 
find greater advantages thereby, 


tharwwe are aware of, The Poets 
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ſelvs were deſtroyed : though I % 
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ſay, That Aurora Muſrs amica, the 
morning is a friend to the Mules; 
and doubtleſs the Saints of God 
will find the morning as much a 
triend to their Graces, as the Po- 
ets did to the Muſes. When I a- 
wake, {lays Pawvid, Pal. $39. 18, 
{ am fiill with thee; when I a- 
wake, I ſcaſon my felt with the 
thoughts of Cod. 

3. {n the 3d place, and that 
which doubrleſs is moſt properly 
to be underſioud, and 1s eſpecial- 
ly intended here 1s, as 1t hath re- 
[pect to the day of our lives, and 
the morning-part of that day. 
Now then, you that are young, 
awake betimes, 1mprove your 
morning, make uſe of it before it 
pals away; con{ider ſeriouſly your 
tollies and negle&s, what they have 
been,and.: be aſhamed: It is wel-for 
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you that you are 1n the morning of 
your day 3 look out therefore ear- 
ly after Jeſus Chriſt, ſtudy to know 
God betimes, ſtudy to know Jeſus 
Chriſt while you be young. In 
Matt. 6. 23, | he Lord Jeſus eX= 
horts to ſeek firſt the Kingdom of 
God, and his righteouſneſs ; and 
doubrleſs he there intends this, 
namely, ſeeking atter God and his 
Kingdom in youth ; do not firſt 
ſeek your pleaſures, do not firſt 
ſeek to fulfill your luſts and vain 
delivhts, and think 1t will be time 
enough to ſeek the Kingdom of 
God afterwards : No,*you ought 
to {eek that 1n the firſt place, be- 
tore, and above all other things 
whatſoever. It is a Maxime of Hell, 
Cuzreada perunia primum, wvirtus 


poſt: nitmmos, ( but the Sons ind: 4; 
Daughters, of men are too aptata®; » 
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take at up; yea, It 1s their rule 
they walk by) "Grit to get an eſtate, 
and to grow rich, and when they 
have done that, chen (if they canÞþ 
find leiſure) to (erve God, and to 
{eek after Chriſt. But 1 ſay, that 
it is good to begin betimes , 
qi {o did. this ſervant of God that 

s gone to Heaven betore us ; (he 
Hei betimes to leek after Chriſt 
and kath left upon record her eay- 
ly enquiries after the ways of God, Þ 
afrer the knowledg of Chriſt: And 
oh what an honour is it to be like | 
Obadiah ? who ſays of himſelf, 
x Kings 184 12, That he feared the 
Lord from bis youth. Children, 
hear me, poſlibly I may never 
ſpeak to you more; Do you, as 
Obadiah did, tear the Lord from 
your youth. Do as Timothy did, 
mm. your childhood ; hear this Chil. 


dren, 


wy 


73 © 


uleflren, your ſouls are precious and 


te, 


mmortal, 2 Tim. 3. 1s, lt is here 


Ee) aid of him, that from a Child, he 
anſhad known the Holy Scriptures, 


to 
ar 


hich were able to make him wiſe 
to ſalvation : Oh let it be truly fo 
laid of you. 


Uſe n. Of Information. The 
folly and inadvertency of the moſt 
of the Sons and Daughters of men, 
who ſcek the world, ſerve theig 
luſts, purſue lying vanities, and 
forget God, and ſeek him not, Oh 
ne cauſe have we to complain of 
Children, of Parents, and Maſters 
of Familics, how little care there 
is among any of an early ſeeking 
after Chriſt? Parents (generally); 
teach their Children to (eek. pride, 
to ſeek rhe Inits and leaforna of 
this world, and their carnal des. 
lights: 


; At x. <a was's 4. 4 i 
, a. 


Tights : But who 1s herd that goefth 


forth early to ſeek the Lord ? 


We can riſe early for the world 


ne 


c 


go from Mountain to Hill to ſeckſha 
after the Profits thereof, Ta. s. 1 1,Jad 
The Drunkard will riſe early that G 
he may follow ſtrong drink ; theſhi 


Thiet watches the twilighr, butlIC 


none ſeek the Lord. 


UV/e 2. Exbort, To thoſe that 
have ſought the Lord while they 
were young, and do yet continue 
to ſeek him, I have a word or two 
to you. 
8. Theirſt 18, to adviſe you to 

admire ( exceedingly to admire ) 
the goodnets of God to you, in 


that he ever gave you hearts to 


ſeek him : Oh wonderful grace,, 
that you that were born at the lame 


time with others, have fate under 


the 


FS 1J 
EAathe fame means with them that 
_ Þever yet have lookt towards Hea- 
diven, and their fouls are now per- 
kJhaps dropt into Hell. Oh (I ſay) 
rjadmire, exceedingly admire, thar 
atIGod gave you, and not them, an 
heart to ſeek after him, to mind 
Chriſt, and Heaven, and the great 
concern of your ſouls; and ſurely 
you cannot but admire it, if you 
tconſider how little of man there 
yI was in it, and how much of man 
there was againſt it, When didever 
a fraying Sheep ſeek the Shep- 
herd? When ever did the wild- 
Goats look after one to lead them? 
If Jeſus Chriſt had not found you, 
firſt, you would never have ſonghe 
after him ; if he had not found . © 
| you, you would, or could never E 
OA found him ; if he had not «f 
took hold of your hearts, it had ; 


CeCclIt-. 


. OO 
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been itmpoſlible for you to lay hold 


f 


oh him : Ir is utterly impoſſible for! 
any man in his natural eftate and| 


condition, to ſeek after Jeſus 
Chriſt ; this is a work that never 
will or can be done, unleſs God 
give a new heart, and a new ſpirit; 
there wants ſomething within to 
promote and effet thiswork, which 
God only can, and muſt give. 

2. You that have ſo done, you 
that have ſought the Lord early, [1 
would adyiſe you to go on, and to 
perliſt in ſeeking Chriſt ; and as 
you go on, forget not what {weet 
experiences you have had of the 
love and kindneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, 
what diſcoveries ot light and grace, 
' what comforts and revivings, what 
refreſhing joys and delights you 
have met with in your ſeeking of 
him; theſe things ought not ro be 
| for- 


V 
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4 forgotten by you. And here I ſhall * 


of {et before you the worrhy exam- 


f ple of a Knight of 80 years of age, 
| who two or three days before he 


| dyed, ſer a-part a day on purpoſe 


; 
0 
h 
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to call to mind the former experi- 
ences he had of God, and of what 
kind, and how God had dealt with 
him in his waiting upon him 1n his 
Ordinances from time to time. And 
I am informedthat this dear ſervant 
of God that is now gone, harh left 
behind her a Diary written with 
her own hand, what experiences 
ſhe had of God in her waiting up- 
on him in his Ordinances ; and 
how, and what God had {poken to 
her, "and by what Miniſters. And 
theſe examples are worthy both of 
your ſerious conſideration, 'and al- 
to excellent patterns tor your imi- 
tation. But 
| 3- You 


1-01 
You that have ſo done, yo 
that have ſought God and Chri 


early, I would adviſe you fo vc 


on in ſeeking the Lord ll yo 


have found him i in his glory : A 


you have in your ſceking, toun 
him in a way of grace here ; ſo £0 
ON (1 ſay ) till you have found 
him in his glory hereafter, what 
darkneſs and difhculties ſoever lyc 
in the way of your waiting upon 
him 1m his Ordinances and appoint- 
ments; that you may be like the 
Church of Thyatira , and that. it 
may be truly ſaid of you, as 1t 1s 
{aid of that Church, Kew. 2. 9, 
T know thy works, awd charity, and 
ferwice, and faith, and thy patience, 
and thy works, and thy laſt to be 
more than the fir "ſt. This Teſtimony 


Chriſt himlelt gives concerning this] 


Church. The nearer you come to 


Chiif, 
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Chriſt, and to enjoyment of him 
in elory,the more haſte you thould 
make; every thing in nature does 
{o.;- a Stone, the nearer it comes to 
| = center. the {witter 1s 1ts moti- 
: And the Sun ſeems ro moye 
Cwiſteſt when it - is near ſetring : 
Trees of Gods planting , brins 
forth more fruit in old age. P ſal. 
92,13, 145 Thoſe that are planted 
zn the bouſe of the Lord, ſhall flou- 
4 riſÞ in the Courts of our Ged. I bey 


ol ſhall ftill bring forth fruit in. old age : 
th they ſball be fat and flouriſhing. See 

oy 1/e. 49. 29, 30,31. 

; | have a word of advice to 

| ho ( if there be any ſuch here ) 

j| that are full of days, and it may 
| be full of the world ; bue empry; 

| very. empty, of the knowlzds of 
| Gog, and have had litthezipr-.\t. 
| may be - no acquaintaince - at; 21 
F witli 
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with Jeſus Chriſt, -nor did ever 
look atter any. We may perhaps 
lay, as boy ſaid, Fob 12. 12, 13, 
With the ancient is wiſdom ; and 
in length of days, underſtanding. 
With bim is wiſdom and ſtrength, 
he hath counſel and underſtanding. 
But is it always fo? Is there wiſ- 
dom and underſtanding always a- 
mong the aged ? Be there not a- 
mong them ſuch, as are like E- 
phraim ? of whom it is ſaid, Hop. 7. 
9, 10, Gray hairs are here and there 
pon bim, yet he knoweth it not. 
And the pride of Ifrael teftifueth to 
hrs face, and they do not return to 
the Lord their God, nor ſeek, bim for 
all this. They do not conſider the 
grave, Whither they are goiny. 
Be there not careleſs men and wo- 


men among us, that do not yet 


look out after Chriſt ? that do not: 


pro- 


C $t ] 
Provide for the welfare of their 
ſouls, but are cumbred about many 
things, as Martha was? Yea, ma- 
ny aged men and aged women,who 
have lived all their days pudling 
in, and about the world, and 
worldly concerns, and have bickes. 
to neglected the one thing neceſſary, 
viz. ſeeking after Chriſt, and the 
knowledg of him, and to get an 
intereſt 1n him. Do you not yet 
know, that you are going to ap- 
pear before the Judgment-ſeat of 
Chriſt ? And will you not yet come 
off from this world, but the longer 
you live, you will love the world 
ſo much the better ? Is it not. high 
time, that ſomething of the con- 
cernments of another world ſhould 
interpoſe between your lite and 
[your death ? 1 ſhall offer you only 
[two or three conſiderations in-re&e * 
terence to this, F 2 1.And 


TS7 


i. And firſt, I would beſeech] 


you, and per{wade you, as | would 
be perſwaded my ſelf, That ſeeing 
you have hitherto nepledted your 
ſouls, your precious and immortal 
ſouls, your ſpiritual ( which are 
your greateſt ) concernments till 
now you are grown old, I would 


perſwade you,yea,even beſcech you 


to con(ider, that now you have but 
a little time left to do your great- 
eſt work ; you have now but one 
hour. In Matt. 20. 6, it 1s ſaid, 
that Chriſt went out about the els. 
wenth hour, ( when there was but 
one hour more to night ) to- hire 
labourers into his vineyard, So it 
1s with you, it 1s the eleventh 
hour, your laſt hour, Beſides, 
Kavey you no eyes, NO ears, tO. ſee; 


and hear, thar many dye dayly and 
mo ?! how many, godly FOR, 
(that 


we Prncingy ew, 


> w, 


CBz ] | 


| (that Cod had planted' in his own 


boule ) have of late been plucked 
up by. the roots, and Jaid in their 
Graves? yea, every day the dearh 
of young and old do ring a peal in 
our ears, 'to awaken us to conſider 
what bs. to come ; And will not 
Conſcience it {elit ( think you ) 
ring a dreadful peal in our ears, 

when we come to dye, for that 
neither a voice from the Graye,nor 
yet a voice from ſhe Temple, have 
yet prevailed with us to leek, and 
lecure to our {elves an dere in 
God and in Chriſt ? Younger per», 
{ons than our ſelves are otten taken 
away, 'and may we not thereby {ee 
and read that death it ſelf ts-*com-, 
Ing to teach us all to be prepared 
and -1n readineſs; for this our greap- 
change : ? Death hes ( as it Were: «Map 
ne Ambuſcada tor us, and 1oNes- -- 


. 
% 
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times men are taken away by it inÞ 
the field, and ſometimes at home, 
bhneckits by this, and Cometiones 
by that diſcale; but death comes 
to old age, aperto marte, in the 
plain and open field (as it were); 
and old men and od women can- 
not imagine that death is many 
days march from them : and there- 
tore they(ot all perſons) had need 
' toſeek after God, and an intereſt in 
. Chriſt night and day;ſeck after this 
1n your Houſes, in your Cloſets, in 
your Beds, in hls Ordinances; yea, 
where-ever he is to be fond, and 
not to give over ſeeking, till (with 
the Spoule before mentioned ) you | 
have found him. © 

2. Conſider how Chriſt calls on 
you in the Text. Read the begin- | 
ing of the Chapter, Doth not waf- 
dort cry ? and u under finding put 

forth | 


inf 
e, 
es 
Es 
1e 
 ; 
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forth her vice? ver. y. From 


whence ? She ſtandeth in the top of 
high places, by the way in the pla- 
ces of the paths, verl. 2. She cry- 
eth at the gates, at the entry of the 
city, at the coming in at the doors, 
ver. 3. To whom doth ſhe cry? 
Unto you , O men, I call, and my 
voice is to the ſons of men, verl. 4. 
What doth ſhe call to them tor ? 
That they would come and ſeck 
wildom of Chriſt, that they would 
come and get underſtanding of 
him, that they would come and 
get knowledg of him, which is 
wiſdom indeed; The fear of the 
Lord, that is wiſdom indeed. Doth 
Chriſt thus call, and will you nor 
regard, nor anſwer this call? What 
then will be his next call? For 


| ought I know it may be this, 


Ariſe from the dead, and come 
$907 . 2: 
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to judgment. Conſider this. 

3- And Laſtly, Conſider your 
orand inducement and incourage- 
ment, They that ſezk, me early, ſhall 
find me : They that will yet ſeek 
him, that is your early, and God 
acconnts it {o, In Pſal.;8.3 4, W hen 
be ſlew them, then they ſought him, 
and they returned, and enquired 
early after God, While grace is 
proclaimed , while God fays, 
They that ſeek, me early, ſhall find 
me ; This (1 lay) is your early, 
and that which God himlelt ac- 
counts ſo; and will God yet be 
found of you, if you ſeck. him? 
Oh! what cauſe have you to bleſs 
God, that ever he made ſuch- a 
promiſe as this, which is, Tabula 
poſt nauſragium. And that in I/a. 
55.6, 7, Seck ye the Lord while be, 


nay be found ; call upon. him whils || 
8 he 
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be is near. Oh wonderful orace }_ 
that ſuch promiſes ſhould be pub- 
liſhed to you and me / I love then 
that lowe me ; and thoſe that ſeek me 
early ſhall find me. FEY. 
And now [ (hall no longer be 
burdenſom .to you, but ſhall beg 
of you Children, for whom I have 
provided a few words, a ſhort Ser- 
mon, To hearken to your own Ser- 
mon, (Ac. | 
Thirdly, A word of Exhortation; 
or,” 4 ſhort: Sermon to young ones : 
Children .ſeek the Lord early, 
whiles you are yet tender' and 
young. The Children of their dear 
deceaſed Mother, ſhould hear her 
always ſaying what. the Lord ſaid 
to her, They that ſeek me early, 
fhall find me, O little Children) 
you-lye'much upon my heart,  R&e- 


*| wember your Creator in the \days."uf 


"#7. your. 
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your youth, and ſeek him betrmes, 

T_ 12. 
. Conſider you muſt dye, [t 
#5 joohe="ar to ail men once 10 dye, 
Heb. 9. 27. And you may dyeſ 
whiles you are Children. How 
many pretty little ones are every 
day taken away before your eyes? 
- And if you be ſnatcht away by the 

cold hand of death, before you 

know God, and have found Chriſt, 
what will become of your precious 
and immortal ſouls? Would you 
be willing to dye, and be damn'd? 
Would you leave this world, and 
be content to be turn'd into \ Hel, 
and be puniſhed with the Devil 
and his Angels? Can you think of 
loſing your Friends, and your God 

too for ever ? 
2. Conſider what was the oreat 


errand upon which God ſent you 
into 


[ 89 ] 
into the world ? Not to gratifie 
your Luſts, nor to purſue lying va- 
nities ; but to know God, and Te- 
ſus Chriſt. And will you, dire you 
negle& your ſpecial work? O! 
whiles you are in your prime,mind 
what you have to do for your ſouls, 
Can you think it reaſonable, that 
the Devil ſhould have your youth, Js 
the flower and ſtrength of your 
days, and God be ſery'd only with 
a crazy body, or the rottenneſs of 
old Age? 
| ©, then, delay no longer, but 
we the Lord. Aw © 

. Do it ſpeedily, the Manna: 
Aabeters muſt go forth betimes, 
Exod. 16.24, ſo muſt the Chriſt- 
ſeekgrs, before the Sun be up, be- 
fore the heat of youthful Tuſts, - or 


earthly cares, hinder your diligent 


ſexking, A 
3.. Lo 
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- -2, Do it in earneſt,” with all 
your hearts : Pſal. 119.2, Bleſſed 
are they that keep bis teſtimonies, 
that eek him with their whole heart, || 
| Reſolve to ſeek the Lord]: 
till you find him in glory; not on- 
ly while your Father, Mother, or 
Friends live, but as long as you 
live. It was a fad ſtory in Gen. 
25. 19, That Rachel dyed, when 
ſbe was but a little way from E. 
phrath : But more ſad, Luk, 13 
24, When many ſhall ſeek to LS 
into Heaven, and not be able. 

2 Conſider, Thar it you ſeek 
him early, you ſhall be ſure to find 
him; 1 would beſpeak you, as 
David did his young Solomon , 
x Chron. 28. 9, And thou Solomon, 
my ſon , "54 thou the God of thy 
Father, and ſerve him with. a per-: 
feci heart, and with a willing mind: 


fr 


1] for the Lord ſearcheth all hearts; 
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and underſtandeth all the imagina- 
tions of the thoughts : if thou ſeck 
him, he will be found of thee ; but 
if thou forſake him, he will caſt thee 
off for ever, Ir was a very ſerious 
ſpeech of Azariah to Aſa, and to 
all Fudab and Benjamin, 2 Chron, 
15. 's; The Lord 3s with you, while 
jou be with him; aud if you ſeek 
him, he will be found of you : but 
if you forſake bim, he will forſake 
you. 
Queſt. But what ſhall we do to 
ay bim £ 
Anſ. It you will ſeek, you muſt 
torſake fin, and flee youthful luſts, 
2 Tim. 2. 22. 
1. Eſpecially take heed of Tyrmg, 
that's the Devils chain, by: KIEL 
he holds poor Children Jars, 
Lies are the retuge 'of gurlegand 
| My, 


: 
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folly , where the inconſiderate 
outh hides himſelf from man, and 


Ciheve from God ; as Adam, when 
he knew he was naked, Gen. 2. 7, 
ſewed Fig-leaves together ; a poor 
ſhift to hide his nakednels ! ſo the 
ſons of Adam, when they become 
puilty, make Lies their covert ; 
and inſtead of ſeeking, fly further 
from God, and bring a double 
guilt and puniſhment upon their 
heads, 

2. Beware of Pride; the wanton 
youth 1s like the wild Aſſes Colt, 
or as fer. 2. 23, 24, The ſwift 
Dromedary traverſing her ways, or a 
wild Aſs uſed to the wilderneſs, that 
ſnuffeth up the wind at ber pleaſure. 
The ſouls not ſeeking God, is 
charged upon his Pride, Pſal. ro, 
4, The wicked through the pride of 
his countenance ( his looks teſtifie 
his 
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his pride ) will not ſeek, after God, 
God is not in all his thoughts. 

3- Be not of a ſtubborn or dif. 
obedient ſpirit to the counſels of 
Parents and Teachers; but hearken 
to their inſtruftion. It 1s the moſt 
ſad and certain preſage of the ruine 
of your fouls, if you refuſe the ſe- 
rious and early advice of your na- 
tural and ſpiritual Fathers. That's 


Ja dreadful ſaying, x1 Sam. 2. 25 


concerning El:'s Sons, They hear 
ened not unto the voice of their Fa- 
ther, becauſe the Lord would ſlay 
them, 

2. Go read the Scriptures ; the 
Eunuch found Chriſt there, and 
Auguſtine found him there while 
he was reading Rom. 13. 13. Go, 
ask your Teachers, and they will 
dire you in the way ; go hence 
into your corners, and weep,. and 


Pray) "i 
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pray, and God will come to you ; 
and when you hear the word 
Preacht, mind what is ſpoken to 
you; it 18 God that ſpeaketh, whom 
you. ſhould ſeek. 

4. Conſider, It you will {eek the 
Lord early, you will lay the foun- 
dation of your own peace and com-ſ| 
tort , living and dying ; O how: 
may you prevent the ſighs, the 
groans, the repentings, the heart- 
akings that have filI'd up our days, 
tor want of an early {ceking after 
God: What a comfort was. this to 
our dying Friend, as allo to her ſur- 
viving Erends and Relations, Thar 
She did, aad could truly ſay, that fhs 
began to \ know God betimes, and her 
great preparation-work for death 'd ro 
ule her own words) was not now to 
do: And as that was your comfort 
then, ſo ler it be your Copy now: 


W hat 


[ 95 ] 
What a great advantage was that 
to David, Pſal. 71. 17, 18, That 
when he was old, he coold plead 
an old acquaintance with God 2 0 
Lord, thou baft taught me from my 
oth. Now alſo when I am old, 
and gray-headed (O God ) forſake 
me not. 
- Two things more I would brief. 


*1 ly = you. 


- What will be the difference 
ik them that made it their 
buſineſs early to ſeek the Lord,and 
them that {ought him not,or ſought 
him too late; and that with refe- | 
rence to eternity, in a dying hour ? 

2. Whence that difference doth 
ariſe ? 
- 1. What will be the Ernemd 
betwixt Saints and Sinners, with 
reſpe& to death at laſt? — 

i; The wicked and ungodly 


G fie | 
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ſinner, that would ſeek the world, 
his own pleaſure and ſinful luſts ; 
When he comes to dye,Conlcience 
riogs a dreadtul peal, and makes 
him cry out i the bitterneſs of his 
ſoul, Alas ! Friend, I muſt dye, 
Animula,vagula, blandula,quos nunc 
ad ibis locos ? Poor flitting, dear 


departing foul, whither art thof® 


going ? Chriſt isan enemy, God is" 
a ſtranger, | have no friend to ſave 
me, | muſt be damn'd, I am un- 
done, T am undone for ever. 

: Bur the dying Saint, when he hath 
the ſentence of death in him, hath 
the hopes of life before him; I muſt 
dye (lays he) O .welcom Death, 
T am ow going to enjoy bim whont 
F bawe lowed; to poſſeſs him whon 
F have jought (as this precious Saint 
{aid to me a little before her death, 
E know whom I bave truſted) I am 


my 


is of 


my Beloweds, and my Beloved is 
mine, fays the Believer, Now ſhall 
I ever be with the Lord. 

2. The carele(s (inner that would 
not {eek the Lord, when he comes 
to dye, bids a doletul adieu to all 
his comforts ; farwel Friends, Re- 
Jations, pleaſures and delights, for 


& ever, [ ſhall never {ee a good day 


'more. 

But he that ſought the "OF while 
he livid, when he comes to dye, ſays, 
Behold, | dye,now farwel troubles, 
temptations, (in, and ſorrow for e- 
ver; I am Janching torth into a ylo- 
rious eternity, I ſhall never ſee a 
lad day more. 

2. The wiltul fianer, when he 
- 15about todye, (after all the coun- 
iels he hath lighted, and now time 
ſhall be' no more ) cries out with 
horrour, I have for ever loff my. 
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opportuniries of {ſeeking God, it 15 
now too late, I am left to perpetu- 
al howlings. 

But the gracious Soul, who hath 
ſought, and found God in ſeeking, 
when he is about to dye, looks 
back with delight upon all the Or- 
dinances, wherein he hath many 
times met with Chriſt, and —_ 
God nigh to his foul, and ſays, I 
am goiny where 1 (hall need Ordi- 
nances no more, but God ſhall be 
all in all; I am going to mine eter- 
nal reſt, to an everlaſting Sabbath- 
keeping i in Heaven. 

2. Whence doth that difference 
ariſe * Fxom the wiſdom of the 
one, and fooliſh inadvertency, or 
ether obſtinacy of the other ; one 
knew his ſeaſon, and did the things 
that did belong to his peace; the 
pther had his Ira but knew it 
| >. nor, 
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not, and now his miſery is great 
upon him; one ſought after Chriſt, 
that he might have an intereſt in 
him, and make God his friend ; the 
20 Hiſt refuſed Chriſt, and now God 
is his enemy,and fo death 1s to him 
the King of terrors : But the be- 
lieving {oul can (to allude to that 


in Iſa. c1. 8,) play upon the hole of 


the Aſp , and put his hand on the 
Cocketrice Dent and when the pains 
of an irkſom diſeaſe are upon him, 
and pangs of death before him, be 
lays,all theſe rackings and grieyous 


aches, be bur like the ratling of 


the Charriot-wheels that Joſeph 
{ent to fetch his Father and his Bree 
thren to him; and all his weariſfom 
waking nights, be to him as the yal- 
ley of Achor, or door of Hope. 

ſ. Becauſe he knows death is no 
death to him, but a paſlage-unto a 
| gle 
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glorious life with God, v Vs 219 hbÞ 
mh ſought and {cry & 2! {1s 2 
he is but going unto his Þ+ ic oÞþ 
the Lord Jeſus, who 1s gvi:c | 
way before him. 

2. Becauſe he laoks on the Graveſ 
not as his Priſon, but a bed of Spi | 
ces; or rather the Saints Tyring | 
Room, where they throw oft mor 
tality, to put on immortality ; : andþ 
lay afide carruption , to put on 
incorruption. 


| 


I thought here to have ſpoken} 
a word to the neareſt Friends and 
Relations of this deceaſed Saint, to 
Jet them ſee how little cauſe they 
have to mourn and to afili& their} 
ſouls ; but the Lord, who knows 
how to (peak comfaer infinitely 
better, hath been with their ES 
Only let not the Husband grieye, } 
and 


{ ror |] 
ad fay, Ah! whar a dear Wife 
ave I loſt! nor the Children'fay, 
-.itrhar a dear Mother have we loſt! 
-,Þut rather, | 
1. Confider, What ſhe hath 
vegound ; She hath found that, which 
pine hath been ſceking all her days; 
noJhe hath found that God , that 
orchriſt, that Heaven, that Boſom, 
ndÞnd thoſe embraccs that ſhe waited 
onÞnd long'd for, 
3- Conſider, You will never be 
happy till you be where ſhe is 
enſzone before you. 
nd} 3. Conſider, It is but a very 
rofittle while and you ſhall fee her 
eyÞgain ; as Auguſtine comforted: his 
-jrfltalica concerning her dead Hul- 
ws and ; and let you, and I, andall 
ly of us mind our work, and be up- 
ts, Jon our march towards Heaven, ta- 
e, [king our encouragement from the 


1d Text 
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Text; where the Lords makes a 
proclamation of Grace, I love them| 
that lowe me ; and thoſe that ſee 
me early, ſhall find me. 


FINIS: 


L Tegy OE 


POSTCHRASELT 
O W though the Husband 
N of our Deceaſed Friend has 
been ſomewhat averſe from 
publiſhing any thing of her own 3 
yet being at laſt prevail'd upon, I 
thall commend to the Reader ſome 
particular Experiences of the Lords 
early dealing with her foul, as'T 
have found them written by her 
own hand. ke - 
Firſt , I find this Poſition laid 
down by her in her own Book,v7s. 
That very many Scriptures do imply 4 
poſſibility, that a believer: may know 


| that he 3s elefied of God, and that 


his election 1s of free grace through 
our Lord Teſus Chriſt anto holineſs, 
which -ſball end in gloty, Phil. 2.12, 
H 1125 
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13- 2 Cor. 13.5. 2Pet.1.15. with 
very many more, which 1 ſhall for- 


bear to mention. 


On which ground ſhe proceeds 


to take a particular account of |. 


her own ſpiritual eſtate, as fol- 
lows. 


_— 


Þ hath. been 'much upon my 
choughts to write {ome of thoſe 
Scriptural Experiences which I have 
found and received great comfort 
in from rhe Word of God; being, 
as I Jade, brought home to my 


ſoul, by the Spirit : And being | 


now paſt the Fortieth year of my 
age, not knowing how ſoon che 
Lord may call, having always had 


a delire to be on my watch, that I] 


may be found ready and willing 


—_— 


| 
| 
| 


when ever ny Lords time is (This 
x Merch ®\ 
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Mercy I have been begging many 
years). | | 

| can truly ſay, for fome Months 
paſt [| have had no reſt in my ſpi- 
rit till ] began ro write theſe 
things; and after taſting and pray- 
er by my ſelf, while in doubt 
what to do, fearing the falſnels of 
my own heart, [| was encouraged 
by a Sermon that [ heard on theſe 
words in Pſal. 77. x +, | will re- 
member the works of the Lord, ſurely 
I will remember thy wonders of old, 
Where was much preſled the duty 
of Chriſtians, To relate what God 
had done tor them. 

And our of the longing defice 3 
| have for the good of you my: 


\ dear Little ones, that you May. va-: 


lue; the precious Word of God 
wherein your Mother hath found 
fo much comfort ; you two, that 
| H 2 1s, 
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is, SA. and MA. are the only rem- 
nant that God hath ſpared ( and 
blefled be God that hath leftr us as 
to this day a Berry or two) : You 
are the children, of many prayers; 
the Lord grant you may be blefled 
with all ſpiritual blefſing s in 


Chriſt Jeſus; and make you ſer- | 


viceable while you live, and fit 
you tor an inheritance among the 
Saints in light. In order to that, P 
beg you in the name and fear of 
God, that you highly prize the 
Word of God, and every Ordi- 
nance of ſe{us Chriſt appointed 
in his Word: | would fay with 
Dawid, Come my C hildren, bearken 
unto me, and 1 will tell you what 
- hath ite for my foul, Plal. 24. 

Plal. 66. 16. I have found the 
W ord read and preached, yea ma- 
ny a Scripture that I could not re- 
member 
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member I read or heard preached 
on; yet it hath pleaſed my gra- 
cious God to {end many a word 
to relieve and comfort my foul : 
his word hath been to me a con- 
vincing word, a reproving, an 1n- 
ſtruing, and a very com:orting 
| word, and that my foul knoweth 
by great expericnce. 

[ intend, it the Lord permit, 
and will ſend his Spirit ro bring 
things to my remembrance ( with- 
out that I can do nothing ) to ſet 
down the kindneſs of the Lord 
trom my Childhood, that was plea- 
{ed to begin with me be-times. O 
the depth of the riches both of the 
wiſdom and knowledg of God, &c. 
Rom. 10.33,3435436- 

[ can remember, while a Girl at 
ſchool, about the age of nine or 
ten, I oak oreat delight in read- 
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ing the ſtpries in the Scripture, 
which did much affe&t me. After- 
watd'F was more taken with the 
New Teftament,that did reyeal-more 
of Chriſt ro me. Then | began 
to pray as | was able. I do not 
remember, that I ever did make 
uſe of any written or printed 
form. 

The frſt fin thats ] remember 
troubled me, was reltng my Fa- 
ther alye; and it had this aggra- 
vation with it, that he told me, If 
] would tell him how 1t was, he 
would believe me rather than my 
Brothers and Siſters; and. out of 
tear of them, I ſaid as they did; 
but with a very rnb heart, 
which much troubled me fone 
years alter this, when. begun to 
hearken to the word Preached, 
where I heard that fin ſer. out. 
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I was much affeted,and mourn- 
ed- much under the ſenſe of fin ; 
ſeeing a burden in it, I deſired to 
look after a remedy. 

The (irſt Miniſter that I remem- 
ber, I hearkned to, was Mr. H 
of Kenſ ngton, whoop my Father 
was, in the ſummer. [ did then be- 
oin | to underſtand my ſtate by na- 
ture, how under the wrath and 
curſe of God. Then I began to 
ſee my need of, and did delice af- 
ter Jeſus Chriſt, being, as I thought 
then, willing to mk him on hs 
own terms. Teſ as Chriſt was then, 
as I thought, prectous to me ; and 


| being willing to underſiand my 


own caſe and condition, it pleaſed 
the Lord to open my heart, to 
hearken diligently to the word 
Preached, wherein I found much 
comfort, which ingaged my heart 
hd "i ld 
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unto the Lord, and made me un- 
willing to negled any duty which 
he commanded. or to eomtit any 
fn which the Lord forbids. This 
I well remember to be the frame 
of my ſpirit near thirty years ago. 

Hearing much, that it was the 
end of lite to olorfie God, it made 
the earneſt breathings af my foul 
to be this; Oh, but how ſhall I 
elorific God | F. 
 Aﬀter this, by a Providence [ 
heard Mr. M. at W. eſtminſter , 
my Father being there for ſome 
months ; he was on that Scripture, 
2 Chron. Is. 17. Newertheleſs the 
heart of Aſa was perfe& all his 
days. I took great delight to hear 
ay b-ing often angry he had | 
"90 ho {o ſoon. My foul was mach 
refreſhed by the ſigns and marks 
he gave of a perfe&t heart, 

1 
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I did uſually go from hearing, in- 
to my Chamber, and beg earneſt] y 
of God for a perfe& heart, in 
which as I thought, I ſaw more of 
value,than in any injoyments what- 
ever ; it was what did concern my 
ſpiritual eſtate. 

I begun to be much troubled a- 
bout, how ſuch a poor ſinful crea- 
ture that was by natnre under che 
wrath and curſe of God, (hould eſ. 
cape this.I did belteve as I had been 
taught, it was by a Redeemer; | did 
alſo believe that there was no name 
given under Heaven, by which I 
muſt be ſaved, but the Lord Chriſt 
Jeſus.I didalſo much hearken to the 
renders of Chriſt in the Goſpel,and 
how he invited finners to himfelf, 
and that he offered himſelf freely : 
this gave me encouragement. But 
as I had read and heard it was a 
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trait gate, and a narrow way, few 
that find it : this made me very 
careful, leſt I ſhould be deceived. 
And here came 1n the great que- 
ſtion, But how ſhall ] know that 
' God in Chriſt will accept me? 
For many are called, but few cho. 
ſen ; Cod hath mercy on whom he 
will, and it 7s not of hin: that will. 
eth, nor of him that runneth, but 
of bed that ſhewetb mercy, This 
made me very diligent to hearken_ 
to marks and ſigns of grace. 
 Thefirſt that I remember trou- | 
bled me, was this; underſtanding 
it was the common lot of all Gods 
People, through many a fflidions to 
enter into heaven : This did much 
trouble me at that time, and I was 
apt to think I ſhould be able to 
bear any thing that God would 
lay on me, ſo 1 it might evidence 
ro 
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to me the love of God to my ſoul: 
but fool that I was! I judged too 
ſoon; for when it pleaſed the All- 
wiſe God to try me, I quickly ſaw 
that my ſtrength was but (mall, by 
my fainting ſo much as I did in a- 
day of adverſity, which by many 
ſad experiences | can ſhew, how 
unable to bear any thing when try=- 
ed. However then I thought f 
conld bear any thing from with 
out, ſo all might be well within. 
After this, by a Providence, [ 
came to hear Mr, V. at Sr. Olawes ; 
the firſt Sermon that I heard him, 
was on theſe words, And all the 
things thou canſt deſire, are not to 
be compared unto her, Prov. 3. 1g. 
Wherein was {et out the value of 
Jeſus Chriſt above all that the 
world afforded, which very much _ 
wrought on -my heart, with great 
| | long- 
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longing after this Chriſt ; but ill 
came this queſtion, How ſhatl you 
know your intereſt ® However, it 


pleaſed God lo to bleſs his Mini- 


ſiry, to me, that uſually I found my 


doubts {o reſolved, and-my heart 
ſo opened, that I went away with 
great joy and comfort ; but tor all 
this I was perplexed with dreadful 
thoughts; afrer I had ſuch peace and 
Joy, then Satan begun to work in- 
deed : I, but 3s there ſuch a God, 
and ſuch a Chriſt to be believed in? 
How to anſwer this temptation, 1 
was ata great Joſs, and would tell 
none what did ail me; I mourned 
much under it, and thought, I que- 
ſtioned whether there was a God 
or no; yetthen I did not negle& 
praying, and did as it were pour 
. out my ſou] daily unto God for 
victory, that he would not give me 


up 
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up to an unbclieving heart, and of 
his free-grace (who knew my ſoul 
in adverlity |} by his word to ſend 
me relief. 

Going to hear on a Ledqure-day, 
he theu Preached on theſe words, 
Hoſ. 2 7. I will go andreturn to my 
firſt husband, for then was it better 
with me than now. It pleaſed God 
ſo to order it, that he gave great 
caution acainſt juch thoughts, lay- 
Ing, Take heed, poor ſoul, when the 
Dewil caſteth in ſuch thoughts : Is 


there a God, or a Chriſt © 1ake beed, 


for then Satan will hawe you in his 


ſaare. This, with many other things 
was ſet home on my heart ; then 
he did convince me, by appealing 


to the Saints experience, js it not 


better to entertain good tboughts of 


God, and of Chrift ? was it not bet- 
ter mach you then, than now £ The 


Lord 


. 
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Lord gave me fo to cloſe in with 
the truth of that word, that I had 
great joy and peace through be- 
lieving, and went home full of 
tomforr, that God had ſo met me 
with a wad. By that means it 
pleaſed the Lord to give check to 
thoſe unbelieving thoughts that (o 
overcame me. 

And yet to this day, E have great 
cauſe to mourn, for thar unbelief 
I find. in my heart, notwithſtahd- 
ing all the experiences that God 
hath given me; that Scripture doth 
often reprove me, Heb. 3. 12. Take 
heed, leſt there be in any of you 7n e- 
vil bes of unbelief, in departing 
from the Tiwing God. 

After this I kept waiting at the 


poſts of Wiſdoms gate, that I might 


underſtand the ſtate of my ſoul, 
which was the one thing neceflary | 
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that I deſired to look after;and find- 
ing by the word Preached, that the 
uſual way and method af God, 
was to ſtrike the foul down, as be 
did them in the ſecond of the Acts, 
and the Jaylor, and the like ; this 
did raiſe in me great doubts what 
to think of my ſelf, becauſe I could 
hot find in my ſelf iuch convidi- 
ons of, and humiliation for fin, as 
was preſſed; and as to Original £ In, 
it did not ſeem much to affe&t me; 
this did bring me 1ato great fears : 

However, I took that way I had 
found comtort in, which was by 
prayer to the L ord, to bleſs his 
word to me, Mr. V. was then 
on this Text, Epbeſ. 2. 8. By grace 
are ye ſaved through faith, and that 


not of your ſelves, it 1s the gift of - 


- God. To this [ diligently hearken'd, 


and received great ſupport, : for all 
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my objections ſeemed to be an- 
ſwered ; yet for all this I did as it 
were refuſe to be comforted : he 
being on f1gns of grace, cloſed the 
Text with theſe two. marks: x. A 
fouls going on in a way of duty, 
was a wery bopeful ſign. 2. Byt 
the Spirit of God was the only 
infallible witneſs : the ſpirit it ſelf 
beareth witneſs with our ſpirit, 
that we are the Children of God. 


cond did very much trouble me; 
tor | could not underſtand the 
ineaning of the ſpirits witnels , 
which tearing leſt I ſhould be de- 
ceived in a matter of fo great a 
concern, made me give all dili- 
gence in. reading and: hearing,, 
that my doubts might be refol- 
ved ; but as yet no reſt in my 


ſpirit : and the more increaſed, 
be- 


The firſt did comfort me, the ſe. 


— 
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being the time to go into the 
Country, where uſually our fami- 
' | ty was ; this added much to my 
| grief to be taken off from hearin 
| 1 began to look more into the 3 
| . ; "\ 
Scriptures, and to pick up what- | | 
| ever did come ſuddenly into m 
4 mind; and it pleaſed God to call: 
[in many that ſeemed to comfort 
" | me, which I wrote down in that 
' | year. EE 9 
*| But then came this queſtion, 
' | Theſe are marks and ſigns that be- 
long to ſuch and ſuch Saints in 
Scripture : But what is this to thee? 
Theſe thoughts much caſt me 
down; what ro do I knew not, but 
{kept ſtill praying and waiting on 
God, and I found ſpeedy reliet, 
when I leaſt; thought of it. My Fa- 
ther beifg at Hammerſmith, 1 went 
| I CON= 
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conſtantly to hear there, . and that 
Summer ſeyeral City-Miniſters did | 
ſupply the place ; and among the 
reſt, I heard Mr. G. on theſe words, 
Lord, to whom ſhall we go? thou haſt 
* the words of eternal life, Joh.6.68.. 
As I remember, this was his Obſer- 
vation, T hat ſoul that had once given 
#þ it ſelf to, could newer bear a going 
off from Teſus Chrift. His arguing 
thus with a doubting ſoul ; Try thy 
ſelf; cannot you bear a leaving of 
God ® then doubt not that he will 
leave you : would you know whether 
God loves you ? conſider, do you 
love God ? for you could not love him, 
anleſs he loved you firſt, By thele 
and ſeveral arguments, the Lord 
was pleaſed {o to ſet it home on my 
heart; I may well forget the wards, | 
my heart being ſo full of, peace 
and joy through believing,i Fet. x. 
*Ik that 
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. asT judsg, better felt than expreſt; 


it did ſeem at that time to me, 4s 
if Thad taſted of that joy unſpeak- 
able and full of glory. 1 know not 
what to make of it, except it were 
a ſealing unto the day of redempti- 
on, I thought then my joy being 
ſo great, I could willingly have 
gone out of the body, to have been 
with the Lord. I remember I went 
home and fell on my knees, admi- 
ring the freeneſs of grace to ſuch 
2 worm as I; crying out with the 
Apoſtle, O the depth ! The ſenfe 
of free-grace and rich mercy did 
much overcome me ; the which, I 
hope, I ſhall admire to all eternt- 
ty : O the goodnels of God! when 
L had again and again refuſed to be 
comforted, yet he waited to be gra- 
cious-to me ! This I write and 


I 2 ſpeak, 
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ſo eak, that God the Father, bp. 
God the Son, and God the Holy 
Ghoſt may have the glory of their 
own work. 

When under my doubts and 
fears, I ſeldom went to hear, but 
the word did '{cem to {peak unto 
me 3 and ſeveral Scriprures' came 
ſuddenly to my mind, that did re- 
prove, and quiet, ſr comfort me, 
ſach as thele, Why art thou caſt 
down, O my foul and why art 
thou diſquieted within me 5 hope 
in God, for 1 ſhall yet praiſe him. 
This hath been made good unto 
me; and that in the Pſalm, In 
the multitude of my thoughts with- 
in me, thy comforts delight my ſoul : 
and thac it is good for me to 70h 
near to God, Plal. 73.28. And 
that a day in thy courts is better 


than a thouſand, Plal. $84. 10. And 
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my God, 
dare Experienced [ have that 
of Fob, I hawe efteemed thy word more 
than my neceſſary food, Fob 243-12. 

[ have had great ſupport from that 


Scrip:ure, All that the Father giveth 


me, ſhall come to me; and him that 
cometh to m-, I will ia no wiſe caſt 
out, loh.6.3 7. 
of that Scripture with joy, Lord, 


how is it that thou wilt manifeſt thy 


ſelF unto me, and not unto the world £ 
for who maketh thee differ from ano- 


ther ? and what haſt thou that thou 
diaft not receive ? | have again and 
again 1n theſe words, and many 
more,admired "HBP of grace to- 
wards ſuch a poor doubting ſoul as 
I was ; I doubt not, but he which 
hach begun, will Gaih his own 
Il 4 work 


Ican truly ſay as David did, I had 
rather be a door-keeper in the bouſe of 
than toidwell in tents of 


[ have often thought 
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wotk on Sarah Lye. Amen, Amen; 


Thus far I have written a felati- 
on of the firſt 20 years of my age, 
what was the great thing that moſt 
troubled me; it was, That I might 
have aſſurance of the love of God, 
and a well-grounded hope of an in- 
tereſt in Chriſt; that what the Lord 
Jeſus had done and ſuffered, might 
be applied unto me; and having 
hopes through grace, and rejoycin 
much in hopes of the glory of God 
which hope maketh not aſhamed. 

After this I began to have great 
tryals, as to the loſs of my relations; 
my Parents; that were very dear 
to me, both dying within four 
Months; this with many more trow- 
bles much caſt me down; yet to ob- 
ſerve the Providences of God tome, 
and how by his word he ſent me re. | 
lieving 
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Heving experiences , ſhould I ſet 
It down in order, would {well to 4 
great Volume. | 

+Only thus much I may ſpeak tao 
the praiſe of God, that when Fa- 
ther and Mother forſook, God 
took me into his care, and hath gra- 
ciouſly provided for me, and hath 
t1ven me an Agurs portion, which 
I beg'd of the Lord when but a 
Girl : I can truly ſay, All the ways 
of the Lord are, and hawe been t0 
| me mercy and truth : For this GodT 
have choſen to be my God, for ever 
and eyer; and I doubt not, but he 
will be my guide even unto death. 
And now, my dear Child, or 
Children,that ſhall read of this way 

and method that the Lord did ir 
in'bringing me off trom all.things 
to himſelf, take heed, pray, take 
| heed you do not limit the holy One 
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. or any way of working; the Lord 

worketh all things after the coun- 
ſel of his own will : but we are 
commanded to ſearch our hearts,and 
fry our Ways, and to examine our ſel Ves, 
and to give all diligence to - make our 
calling and election ſure. 

Look that the work of conver. 
fion be wrought,and leave time and 
way to the All-wiſe God, that go- 
yerns the world, and a all 
things, to whom be glory for ever 
and ever, Amen, and Amen. 

All that | Lig written in theſe 
few ſheets, is not out of any book 
bat that of my own conſcrence ; no 
afſiſter, but the ſpirit : , and to no 
end, but that God in all things MAY 
* Phe glory, for | will not-dare-to 
{peak of any of. thoſe things which 
Chrif hath not wrought 1n me. 
FINE 


of Tj-ael ; nor tye up God to this, 
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